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Board of Trustees
The Board of Trustees is the governing board of 
St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary.

PRESIDENT 

His Beatitude, Metropolitan Jonah,  
Archbishop of Washington, Metropolitan of 
All America and Canada (Orthodox Church 
in America)

VICE PRESIDENT

His Eminence, Metropolitan Philip,  
Metropolitan-Archbishop (Primate) of the 
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese 
of North America 

EXECUTIVE CHAIR

Mr. Alex Machaskee

TREASURER

Dr. Albert Foundos

CORPORATE SECRETARY

The Rev. Dr. Philip LeMasters

EX OFFICIO & APPOINTED MEMBERS

His Eminence, Metropolitan Hilarion,  
Archbishop of Volokolamsk and Chairman 
of the Moscow Patriarchate Department for 
External Church Relations

His Eminence, The Most Rev. Savas,  
Metropolitan of Pittsburgh, Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America

His Grace, Bishop Maxim,  
Bishop of Western America, Serbian  
Orthodox Church

His Eminence, Metropolitan Zacharia
Mar Nicholovos,  

Northeast American Diocese of the  
Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church

The Very Rev. Dr. John Behr,  
Dean of the Seminary

The Very Rev. Dr. Chad Hatfield, 
Chancellor of the Seminary (CEO)

The Very Rev. Dr. John Jillions,  
Chancellor of the Orthodox Church in 
America

Mr. Gregory Abdalah,  
St Vladimir’s Seminary Alumni President

MEMBERS

Mr. James G. Bach
The Rev. Pdn. Peter Danilchick
The Rev. Dn. David Daumit
Mr. Brian Gerich
Mrs. Anne Glynn-Mackoul
Mr. Anthony Kasmer
Dr. Glenn R. Kubina
Mr. Leon Lysaght
Mr. Eric S. Namee
Dr. Nicholas Pandelidis
Mr. Ivan Rudolph-Shabinsky
Dr. Donald J. Tamulonis, Jr.
Mrs. Anne van den Berg
Mr. Thomas S. Zedlovich

TRUSTEES EMERITI

Mr. Michael Bress
Mrs. Elsie Skvir Nierle
Mr. Alexander Popoff, Jr.
The Very Rev. Paul Shafran
Mr. Mitchell Zunich



Commencement Exercises
Prayer of Supplication in Three Hierarchs Chapel

Processional: “Christ is Risen”

Opening Prayer: “Troparion for the Three Hierarchs”

Opening of the Commencement Exercises
His Beatitude, Metropolitan Jonah, President of the Board of Trustees

Welcoming Remarks
Very Rev. Dr. John Behr, Dean

Commencement Address
The Right Rev. Dr. Alexander [Golitzin]

Conferral of Degrees to the Class of 2012

The Saint Basil the Great Award for Academic Achievement
The Rev. Dn. Jason Ketz

Valedictory Address
The Rev. Gerasim [Eliel]

Introduction to the Alumni Association
Mr. Gregory Abdalah, Alumni Associate President

Salutatory Address
Mr. Harrison Russin

Commencement Chorale
Exapostilarion of Pascha: “In The Flesh Thou Didst Fall Asleep”
     by Alexander Glazunov (1865–1936)

Concluding Remarks
The Very Rev. Dr. Chad Hatfield, Chancellor

Closing of the Commencement Exercises
His Beatitude, Metropolitan Jonah, President of the Board of Trustees

Closing prayer: “It is truly meet”

Recessional: “Shine, Shine”

Commencement Reception

s at u r d ay, m ay  1 9 ,  2 0 1 2
ADJUNCT & VISITING FACULTY

Dr. Kate Behr
Adjunct Professor of Literature
B.A., University of London
D.Phil., Oxford University

The Rev. Dr. Benedict Churchill
Adjunct Professor of Early Christian Languages 

and Literature
B.A., St. John’s University
M.S.L., Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval Studies
M.Div., St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary
Ph.D., University of Toronto

Dr. Roberta R. Ervine
Adjunct Professor of Armenian Studies
B.A., Wheaton College
M.A., Fairfield University
M.Phil., Columbia University
Ph.D., Columbia University

The Very Rev. Dr. Daniel Findikyan
Adjunct Professor of Armenian Studies
B.S., State University of New York
M.Div., St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary
M.A, City University of New York
S.E.O.D., Pontifical Oriental Institute

Dr. Daniel B. Hinshaw
Visiting Professor of Palliative Care
B.S., Loma Linda University
M.D., Loma Linda University Medical School

Dr. Edward G. Mathews, Jr.
Adjunct Professor of Early Christian Languages 

and Literature
B.A., The Catholic University of America
M.A., The Catholic University of America
M.Phil., Columbia University
Ph.D., Columbia University

The Very Rev. Dr. Harry Pappas
Adjunct Professor of Pastoral Theology
B.A., Davidson College
M.Div., Holy Cross Greek Orthodox  

School of Theology
Th.M., Harvard Divinity School
Ph.D., Yale University

Dr. George L. Parsenios
Adjunct Professor of New Testament
B.A., University of Cincinnati
M.A., Duke University
M.Div., Holy Cross Greek Orthodox  

School of Theology
Ph.D., Yale University

Dr. Albert S. Rossi
Adjunct Professor of Pastoral Theology
B.A., Gannon College
M.A., LaSalle College
A.M., New York Univesity
Ph.D., Hofstra University 

Mr. Richard Schneider
Visiting Professor of Liturgical Art 
B.A., Dartmouth College
M.F.A., Princeton University
M.Phil., Columbia University 

The Very Rev. Dr. Paul Nadim Tarazi
Adjunct Professor of Old Testament 
Licentiate, Theological Institute of Bucharest
M.Th., Theological Institute of Bucharest
Th.D., Theological Institute of Bucharest 

LECTURERS

Mr. Timothy Clark
Lecturer in Old Testament 
B.A., Yale University
M.A., St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary
Ph.D. Candidate, Emory University 

The Rev. Hdn. Herman [Majkrzak]
Lecturer in Liturgical Music
B.Mus., Westminster Choir College
M.Div., St Tikhon’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary

The Very Rev. Thomas Zain
Lecturer in Liturgics
B.A., Michigan State University
M.Div., Holy Cross Greek School of Theology

LIBRARIAN

Ms. Eleana S. Silk
B.S., Michigan State University
B.S., George Washington University
M.Div., St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary
M.A., St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary

M.L.S., Columbia University 



Faculty
DEAN AND CHANCELLOR

The Very Rev. Dr. John Behr
Dean, Professor of Patristics
B.A., Thames Polytechnic
M.Th., St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary
M.Phil., University of Oxford
D.Phil., University of Oxford 

The Very Rev. Dr. Chad Hatfield
Chancellor, Adjunct Professor of Missiology
B.A., Southwestern College
M.Div., Nashotah House Seminary
S.T.M., Nashotah House Seminary
D.Min., Pittsburgh Theological Seminary

PROFESSORS

Dr. John A. Barnet
Associate Professor of New Testament
B.A., Duke University
A.M., University of Michigan
M.Div., St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary
Ph.D., Duke University 

Dr. Peter C. Bouteneff
Associate Professor of Systematic Theology 
B.Mus., New England Conservatory of Music
M.Div., St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary
M.Phil., University of Oxford
D.Phil., University of Oxford 

The Rev. Dr. J. Sergius Halvorsen
Assistant Professor of Homiletics and Rhetoric
B.A., University of California
M.Div., St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary
Ph.D., Drew University

Dr. Paul Meyendorff
The Fr Alexander Schmemann Professor  

of Liturgical Theology 
B.A., Trinity College
M.Div., St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary
Ph.D., University of Notre Dame

Dr. Nicholas Reeves
Assistant Professor of Liturgical Music
B.M., Westminster Choir College
M.M., Westminster Choir College
D.M.A., Manhattan School of Music

The Rev. Dr. Alexander Rentel
Assistant Professor of Canon Law and Byzantine 

Studies, and The John and Paraskeva Skvir 
Lecturer in Practical Theology  

B.A., Ohio State University
M.Div., St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary
Licentiate, Pontifical Oriental Institute
S.E.O.D., Pontifical Oriental Institute 

Dr. David Wagschal
Assistant Professor of Church History and 

Canon Law
B.A., University of Toronto
M.Div., St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary
Ph.D., University of Durham

PROFESSORS EMERITI 

Dr. David Drillock
Professor of Liturgical Music, Emeritus
B.A., Columbia University
M.Div., St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary
S.M.M., Union Theological Seminary
D.S.M. (honoris causa), St Vladimir’s Orthodox 

Theological Seminary

The Very Rev. John H. Erickson
Peter N. Gramowich Professor of Church  

History, Emeritus
B.A., Harvard College
M.Phil., Yale University
M.Th., St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary

The Very Rev. Dr. Thomas Hopko
Dean Emeritus 
B.A., Fordham University
M.Div., St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary
M.A., Duquesne University
Ph.D., Fordham University 

Dr. Veselin Kesich
Professor of New Testament, Emeritus 
B.S., Columbia University
M.A., Columbia University
M.Div., St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo. Seminary
Ph.D., Columbia University 

His Grace The Rt. Rev. Dr. Alexander [Golitzin]
bishop of Toledo and the Bulgarian Diocese of the Orthodox 
Church in America

Raised at St. Innocent Church in Tarzana, California, Bishop Alexander 

received a Bachelor of Arts degree in English from the University of California 

at Berkeley and a Master of Divinity degree from St. Vladimir’s Seminary. He 

spent seven years pursuing doctoral studies at Oxford University in England 

under His Eminence Metropolitan Kallistos [Ware]. During this time he also 

spent two years in Greece, including one year at Simonos Petras Monastery on 

Mount Athos. After receiving his Doctor of Philosophy degree in 1980, Bishop 

Alexander returned to the United States. He was ordained to the diaconate in 

January 1982 and to the priesthood two years later; in 1986, he was tonsured 

to monastic orders.

From 1989 to 2012, Bishop Alexander taught within the Theology Department 

at Marquette University in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, while attached to Ss. Cyril 

and Methodius Church in Milwaukee. On May 5, 2012 he was consecrated 

Bishop of Toledo and the Bulgarian Diocese during a Hierarchical Divine 

Liturgy at St. George Orthodox Cathedral in Rossford, Ohio.

Commencement Speaker

Valedictorian & Salutatorian
	The valedictorian, who is selected from among graduating M.Div. students, delivers the com-

mencement address on behalf of the graduating class. The salutatorian, an M.Div. middler 

who is completing his or her second academic year at St Vladimir's as a full-time student, of-

fers words of congratulation to the graduating class on behalf of those who will be remaining 

at the seminary. The valedictorian and salutatorian are selected by the faculty on the basis of 

the student's excellent performance in all aspects of seminary life, including academic work, 

participation in chapel services, and completion of community service assignments.



Candidates for the Master of Divinity degree

Mr. Teji Thomas Abraham

Mr. Andrew Boyd (cum laude)

The Rev. David E. Lee Bozeman (magna cum laude)

The Rev. James A. Bozeman, II (cum laude)

Mr. Timothy Dooley (cum laude)

The Rev. Gerasim [Eliel] (Valedictorian, magna cum laude)
(Commendation for contribution to community life)

(Commendation for thesis)
Russian Icons in a Native Church: Conflict in Culture in Western Alaska

Mr. Kevin Basil Fritts

The Rev. W. R. Seraphim Joa
(Commendation for contribution to community life)

Mr. Logan Johnson (cum laude)

Ms. Sarah Johnson (cum laude)

The Rev. Dn. Jason Ketz, (magna cum laude)
Noble Death: The Atonement Ritual of 2 Maccabees

Ms. Clio Catherine Pavlantos (cum laude)
(Commendation for contribution to community life)

“Set Ye in Order Charity in Me”: Origen’s Writings on the Song of Songs

Class of 2012 The Rev. Dn. David Chandler Poling (cum laude)
Demons in Translation: The Personification of Evil in the Desert Fathers and 

the  Modern Horror Film 

The Rev. Dn. Anish Skariya

The Rev. David Wooten (magna cum laude)

The Rev. Timothy Yates (cum laude)

Candidates for the Master of Arts (Theolog y) degree

The Very Rev. Kamal Al-Rahil
Christianity and Islam during the First Three Centuries after the Rise of Islam

The Rev. Samji Thazhathedathu George 
[degree awarded December 2011]

The Historical Development of the Baptismal Liturgy in the  
Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church 

Mr. Vjekoslav Jovanovic
Pan-Orthodox Unity and the National Churches: Hesychastic Heritage  

as an Alternative to the Nationalization of the Church

Dr. Bruce A. Lawrence
The Formula of Reunion

Candidates for the Master of Theolog y degree

The Rev. Dn. Evan Freeman 
Entry, Offering, and Intercession: The Problem of Iconographic Programming 
on the Middle Byzantine Processional Cross at the Musée de Cluny in Paris

Mr. Paul Robert Saieg
Theology as a Way of Life: Phenomenology and Hermeneutics in Irenaeus of Lyon
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