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THE COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER

His Eminence Archbishop Job of Telmessos is the exarch of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate for the churches of the Russian tradition in Western Europe. 

Born in Canada to an Orthodox family originally from Galicia, the future hierarch 
spent his youth and young adult years serving at the altar as an acolyte and later a 
subdeacon for the late Metropolitan Basil of Winnipeg in the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church of Canada. He completed undergraduate studies at the University of Mani-
toba and St Andrew’s College, both in Winnipeg.

In September, 1996, Vladyka Job was tonsured as a rassophore-monk and ordained 
to the holy Diaconate by Metropolitan Basil, prior to beginning former theological 
education at St Sergius Orthodox Theological Institute in Paris. While in France, he 
was tonsured to the small schema at the Monastery of St Anthony the Great, and 
was ordained a priest in 2003 by Archbishop Gabriel of Comana. In the same year he 
defended his dissertation on the liturgical reforms of Metropolitan Cyprian of Kiev 
and was awarded a doctorate jointly by St Sergius Institute and the Catholic Institute, 
also in Paris.

While fulfilling pastoral duties in Paris, Fr. Job began to teach church history, lit-
urgy, and canon law at St Sergius, where he served as dean from 2005 to 2007. He 
has also taught at the Catholic Institute, the University of Fribourg, the Orthodox 
Center of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Chambesy, Switzerland, and Peter Mohila 
University in Kiev.

Consecrated a bishop in November 2013, His Eminence also participates in ecu-
menical activities, focusing on Orthodox-Catholic relations in France.

Archbishop Job is the author of Le Typikon Décrypté, published by svs Press in 
English as The Typikon Decoded, and he also writes for several journals, including Iré-
nikon, Istina, and Studia Patristica.  •

THE VALEDICTORIAN AND SALUTATORIAN

The valedictorian, who is selected from among graduating M.Div. students, delivers 
the commencement address on behalf of the graduating class. The salutatorian, an 
M.Div. middler who is completing his or her second academic year at St Vladimir’s 
as a full-time student, offers words of congratulation to the graduating class on behalf 
of those who will be remaining at the seminary. The valedictorian and salutatorian 
are selected by the faculty on the basis of the student’s excellent performance in all 
aspects of seminary life, including academic work, participation in chapel services, 
and completion of community service assignments.  •



❀✿❀
COMMENCEMENT 

EXERCISES
Please silence all cellular phones 

and other electronic devices.

During the Procession: The Troparion of the Ascension (tone four)

You have ascended in glory, O Christ our God, * granting joy to your disciples 
by the promise of the Holy Spirit. * Through the blessing * they were assured 
that you are the Son of God, *** the Redeemer of the world.

Opening Prayer:  The Troparion of the Three Hierarchs (tone one)

Let us who love their words come together with hymns ** and honor the three 
great torch-bearers of the triune Godhead: * Basil the Great, Gregory the 
Theologian and John Chrysostom. * These men have enlightened the world 
with the rays of their divine doctrines. ** They are flowing rivers of wisdom, * 
and have filled all creation with springs of heavenly knowledge. * They cease-
lessly intercede for us *** before the holy Trinity.

Opening of the Commencement Exercises
The Most Blessed Tikhon, Archbishop of Washington, Metropolitan of All 
America and Canada, and President of the Board of Trustees

Welcoming Remarks
The Dean

Commencement Address
The Most Rev. Job, Archbishop of Telmessos, Patriarchal Exarch for the 
Parishes of the Russian Tradition in Western Europe 

Conferral of Degrees on the Graduates of the 
Class of 2014



Conferral of the Degree of Doctor of Sacred Music, Honoris Causa
Mr. Alex Machaskee, Executive Chair of the Board of Trustees

Valedictory Address
The Rev. Nicholas Roth
The Rev. Kyle Parrott

Introduction to the Alumni Association
The Rev. Protodeacon Joseph Matusiak

Conferral of the St Macrina Award
The Rev. Alessandro Margheritino, 
President of the Student Council

Salutatory Address
Mr. Luke Bullock
Mr. John Vien

St Vladimir’s Seminary Octet
Exapostilarion of the Ascension: “With thy disciples watching thee…”
     from the Lviv Irmologion, arr. W. Obleschuk and V. Morosan
Troparion of the Ascension: “Thou hast ascended in glory…”
     Serbian Chant, tone four, arr. P. Drobac

Concluding Remarks
The Chancellor

Closing Remarks
Metropolitan Tikhon

Closing prayer: It Is Truly Meet

Recessional: The Troparion of the Ascension

A reception follows.
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THE CLASS OF 2014
CANDIDATES FOR THE 

MASTER OF DIVINIT Y DEGREE

Mr. Saro Vartan Kalayjian

Mr. George Gabriel Katrib

Ms. Beryl Knudsen (cum laude)

The Rev. Alessandro Margheritino  (cum laude; commendation for service 
to the community)

The Rev. Dn. Scott Allen Miller

The Rev. Kyle Glenn Parrott (co-valedictorian; cum laude)

The Rev. Nicholas Eric R oth (co-valedictorian; cum laude; commendation for 
service to the community)

Mr. Joshua Karl Schooping

❀❀❀
CANDIDATES FOR THE 

MASTER OF ARTS DEGREE

The Rev. Gabreil Teshome Alemayehu
The Metamorphosis of Satan in the Ethiopic Andәmtä Tradition: Historical 
Analysis of the Possible Sources of Genesis 3:5
Dr. Peter Bouteneff, advisor

Mr. Mina Andrews
The Coptic Book of Hours, the Agpeya: A Historical Treasure and a Forward-
Moving Tradition
Dr. Albert Rossi, advisor

Mr. Trevor Jeremiah Beckworth
Until the World Is Mended: Man and Beast in Orthodox Theology
Dr. Peter Bouteneff, advisor



Ms. Megan Martha Carlisle 
(commendation for service to the community)

Creating an American Orthodox Archive: Struggle over the Records of St Nich-
olas Cathedral, New York City, 1926–27
Prof. Richard Schneider, advisor

Mr. Philip Paul Jordahl (cum laude)
Forgive Us Our Debts: Toward a Contemporary Orthodox Application of Bib-
lical and Early Church Usury Bans
Dr. Peter Bouteneff, advisor

Mr. Bavly Hany Kost
The Renewal of the Coptic Orthodox Church: Understanding the Relationship 
of Church and State as Shaping the Modern Definition of Theosis
Dr. Peter Bouteneff, advisor

Miss Gabrielle Rose Kushlan (summa cum laude; commendation for service 
to the community; commendation for thesis)

Optional Clerical Celibacy in the Byzantine Catholic Church in America: An 
Unrecognized Hermeneutic Conflict
Prof. Richard Schneider, advisor

Ms. Ashli Kristin Moore 
(cum laude; commendation for service to the community)

Classical Education as Christian Formation
Dr. Albert Rossi, advisor

The Rev. Boby Varghese
Jacob of Serugh’s Contribution to the Liturgical Theological Tradition of Syrian 
Christians, with an Emphasis on his Eucharistic Theology: A Study Based on 
his Homily “On Our Lord Portrayed in the Scriptures as Food and Drink” 
The Rev. Dr. Alexander Rentel, advisor

❀❀❀
CANDIDATES FOR THE MASTER OF THEOLOGY DEGREE

Mr. Andrey Gusev (commendation for thesis)
Two Sermons on the Encaenia by the Greek Ephrem and the Feast of the Encae-
nia in the Fourth Century 
Dr. Paul Meyendorff, advisor



Mr. Vjekoslav Jovanovic
The Unity of Faith and the Issue of Divisions in the Orthodox Church: An Ex-
amination of the Serbo-Macedonian Schism
The Rev. Dr. Alexander Rentel, advisor

Mr. Alejandro Rodea  Arteaga
An Approach to the Mystagogy of Cyril of Jerusalem as Example of the Post-
baptismal Catechesis of the Early Church Fathers: Some Guiding Principles for 
the Liturgical Instruction of Our Time
Dr. Paul Meyendorff, advisor

Mr. James Bradford Wiegel (commendation for thesis)
“All Who Keep Her Are unto Life”: Sophia and Divine Gender in the Pneuma-
tology of Irenaeus’ Demonstration of the Apostolic Preaching
The Very Rev. Dr. John Behr, advisor

❀❀❀
THE DOCTOR OF SACRED MUSIC DEGREE,

Honoris Causa

ARVO PÄRT was born in 1935 in Estonia, where he studied composi- 
tion, worked for Estonian Radio, and from his student years began mak- 

ing a mark among Eastern European composers. Creating a body of 
important work in the 1960s, his seminal twelve-tone and collage composi-
tions culminated in 1968 with the controversial Credo. That piece was fol-
lowed by a creative crisis and an eight-year period of compositional near-si-
lence. Pärt’s intensive study of Gregorian chant and early polyphony during 
this time led him to emerge in 1976 with a new and highly original musical 
language he called tintinnabuli, which has characterized his work ever since. 

Pärt’s reception into the Orthodox Church in the 1970s has also impacted 
his compositions thematically, textually, and spiritually. His relationship in 
particular with Archimandrite Sophrony and his community in Essex, Eng-
land, influenced Pärt’s compositional odyssey. His compositions Silouan’s 
Song (1991) and Adam’s Lament (2010) are set to the writings of St Silouan 
of Mount Athos, Sophrony’s spiritual father. His Kanon Pokajanen (1997) is 
a setting of the entire Canon of Repentance to Our Lord Jesus Christ, by St 
Andrew of Crete.

In 1980 the political situation forced Pärt and his family to leave their home-



land, and they spent nearly thirty years in Berlin. Upon their return to Estonia 
in 2010, Pärt’s family founded the composer’s personal archive that forms the 
heart of the Arvo Pärt Centre in Laulasmaa, near Tallinn. Arvo Pärt’s tintin-
nabuli style has yielded a huge and distinctive body of work that has received 
critical acclaim and a fervently devoted listenership from widely diverse quar-
ters. For the past three years running, Arvo Pärt has been the most-performed 
living composer in the world.  •

❀✿❀



the faculty
DEAN AND CHANCELLOR

The Very Rev. Dr . John Behr 
Dean, Professor of Patristics 
B.A., Thames Polytechnic 
M.Th., St Vladimir’s Seminary 
M.Phil., University of Oxford 
D.Phil., University of Oxford

The Very Rev. Dr . Chad Hatfield 
Chancellor/ceo, Sessional Professor of 

Missiology 
B.A., Southwestern College 
M.Div., Nashotah House Seminary 
S.T.M., Nashotah House Seminary 
D.Min., Pittsburgh Theological Seminary

PROFESSORS

Dr . John A. Barnet 
Associate Professor of New Testament 
B.A., Duke University 
A.M., University of Michigan 
M.Div., St Vladimir’s Seminary 
Ph.D., Duke University

Dr . Peter C. Bouteneff 
Associate Professor of Systematic 

Theology 
B.Mus., New England Conservatory of 
Music 
M.Div., St Vladimir’s Seminary 
M.Phil., University of Oxford 
D.Phil., University of Oxford

The Rev. Dr . J. Sergius Halvorsen 
Assistant Professor of Homiletics 

and Rhetoric 
B.A., University of California 
M.Div., St Vladimir’s Seminary 
Ph.D., Drew University

Dr . Paul Meyendorff 
The Father Alexander Schmemann 

Professor of Liturgical Theology 
B.A., Trinity College 
M.Div., St Vladimir’s Seminary 
Ph.D., University of Notre Dame

Dr . Nicholas Reeves 
Assistant Professor of Liturgical Music 
B.M., Westminster Choir College 
M.M., Manhattan School of Music 
D.M.A., Manhattan School of Music

The V. Rev. Dr . Alexander Rentel 
Assistant Professor of Canon Law and

 Byzantine Studies, and The John and
 Paraskeva Skvir Lecturer in Practical
Theology 

B.A., Ohio State University 
M.Div., St Vladimir’s Seminary 
Licentiate, Pontifical Oriental Institute 
S.E.O.D., Pontifical Oriental Institute

PROFESSORS EMERITI

Dr . David Drillock 
Professor of Liturgical Music, Emeritus 
B.A., Columbia University 
M.Div., St Vladimir’s Seminary 
S.M.M., Union Theological Seminary 
D.S.M. (honoris causa), St Vladimir’s 
Seminary

The Very Rev. John H. Erickson 
Peter N. Gramowich Professor of Church

 History, Emeritus 
B.A., Harvard College 
M.Phil., Yale University 
M.Th., St Vladimir’s Seminary



The Very Rev. Dr . Thomas Hopko 
Dean, Emeritus 
B.A., Fordham University 
M.Div., St Vladimir’s Seminary 
M.A., Duquesne University 
Ph.D., Fordham University

SESSIONAL FACULTY

Dr . Kate Behr 
Sessional Professor of Literature 
B.A., University of London 
D.Phil., Oxford University

The Rev. Dr . Benedict Churchill 
Sessional Professor of Early Christian 
Languages and Literature 
B.A., St John’s University 
M.S.L., Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval 

Studies 
M.Div., St Vladimir’s Seminary 
Ph.D., University of Toronto

Dr . Roberta R . Ervine 
Sessional Professor of Armenian Studies 
B.A., Wheaton College 
M.A., Fairfield University 
M.Phil., Columbia University 
Ph.D., Columbia University

The V. Rev. Dr . Daniel Findikyan 
Sessional Professor of Armenian Studies 
B.S., State University of New York 
M.Div., St Vladimir’s Seminary 
M.A, City University of New York 
S.E.O.D., Pontifical Oriental Institute

Dr . Daniel B. Hinshaw 
Sessional Professor of Palliative Care 
B.S., Loma Linda University 
M.D., Loma Linda University Medical 

School

The Very Rev. Dr . Harry Pappas 
Sessional Professor of Pastoral Theology 
B.A., Davidson College 
M.Div., Holy Cross Greek Orthodox 

School of Theology 
Th.M., Harvard Divinity School 
Ph.D., Yale University

Dr . Albert S. Rossi 
Sessional Professor of Pastoral Theology 
B.A., Gannon College 
M.A., LaSalle College 
A.M., New York Univesity 
Ph.D., Hofstra University

Mr . Richard Schneider 
Sessional Professor of Liturgical Art 
B.A., Dartmouth College 
M.F.A., Princeton University 
M.Phil., Columbia University

The Rev. Dr . Nicholas Solak 
Sessional Assistant Professor of Pastoral 

Theology 
B.A., Concordia College 
M.Div., St Vladimir’s Seminary 
D.Min., St Vladimir’s Seminary

The Very Rev. Dr . Paul Nadim 
Tarazi 
Sessional Professor of Old Testament 
Licentiate, Theological Institute of 

Bucharest 
M.Th., Theological Institute of Bucharest 
Th.D., Theological Institute of Bucharest



LECTURERS

Mr . Rassem El Massih 
Lecturer in Liturgical Music 
B.A., Hellenic College 
M.Div., Holy Cross Greek Orthodox 

School of Theology

Matushka Robin J. Freeman 
Lecturer in Choral Conducting 
B.M., Gordon College 
M.M., Indiana University

The Rev. Hierodeacon Herman 
(Majkrzak) 
Lecturer in Liturgical Music 
B.Mus., Westminster Choir College 
M.Div., St Tikhon’s Orthodox Theological 

Seminary

Mr . Ian Jones 
Lecturer in Church History 
M.A.. St Vladimir’s Seminary 
Ph.D. Candidate, Fordham University

Mrs. Mariam Ceena Varghese 
Lecturer in Malayalam 
B.S., University of Maryland 
M.A., St Vladimir’s Seminary 
M.Th., St Vladimir’s Seminary

The Very Rev. Thomas Zain 
Lecturer in Liturgics 
B.A., Michigan State University 
M.Div., Holy Cross Greek Orthodox 
School of Theology

LIBRARIANS

Mr . Matthew Garklavs 
Librarian, Archivist 
B.A., Bard College 
M.L.I.S., Simmons College

Ms. Eleana S. Silk  
Librarian 
B.S., Michigan State University 
B.S., George Washington University 
M.Div., St Vladimir’s Seminary 
M.A., St Vladimir’s Seminary 
M.L.S., Columbia University
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the board of trustees
The Board of Trustees is the governing board of St Vladimir’s Seminary.

PRESIDENT 

The Most Blessed Tikhon,  
Archbishop of Washington, Metropolitan 
of All America and Canada, Orthodox 
Church in America

EX OFFICIO AND APPOINTED  
MEMBERS

His Eminence, Metropolitan  
Hilarion, Archbishop of Volokolamsk 
and Chairman of the Moscow Patriarch-
ate Department for External Church 
Relations

His Eminence, The Most Rev. Savas,  
Metropolitan of Pittsburgh, Greek Ortho-
dox Archdiocese of America

His Grace, Bishop Maxim,  
Bishop of Western America, Serbian  
Orthodox Church

His Eminence, Metropolitan  
Zachariah Mar Nicholovos,  
Northeast American Diocese of the  
Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church

The Very Rev. Dr. John Behr,  
Dean of the Seminary

The Very Rev. Dr. Chad Hatfield, 
Chancellor of the Seminary (CEO)

The Very Rev. Dr. John Jillions,  
Chancellor of the Orthodox Church in 
America

Mr. Gregory Abdalah,  
Alumni Association President

BOARD OFFICERS

Mr. Alex Machaskee,  
Executive Chair

Mr. Anthony Kasmer, 
Treasurer

The Rev. Dr. Philip LeMasters,  
Corporate Secretary

MEMBERS
Dr. Frank B. Cerra
The Rev. Pdn. Peter Danilchick
Mr. Gregory Drillock
Dr. Albert Foundos
Dr. Anne Glynn Mackoul
Mrs. Tatiana Hoff
Mr. Leon Lysaght
Mr. Eric S. Namee
Dr. Nicholas Pandelidis
Mr. Ivan Rudolph-Shabinsky
Dr. Donald J. Tamulonis, Jr.
Dr. Melody (Monica) Thompson
Mrs. Anne van den Berg

TRUSTEES EMERITI
Mr. Michael Bress
Dr. Brian Gerich
Dr. Glenn R. Kubina
Mr. Alexander Popoff, Jr.
The Very Rev. Paul Shafran
Mrs. Elsie Skvir Nierle
Mr. Thomas S. Zedlovich
Mr. Mitchell Zunich


