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COMMENCEMENT
EXERCISES

Please silence all mobile phones

and other electronic devices.

During the Procession: Troparion of Ascension

Opening of the Commencement Exercises
The Most Blessed Tikhon, Archbishop of Washington, Metropolitan of All
America and Canada, and Chairman of the Board of Trustees

Welcoming Remarks
The Very Rev. Dr. Chad Hatfield, President

Conferral of Honorary Degrees
The Very Rev. Dr. J. Sergius Halvorsen, Faculty Secretary

David H. Bradshaw, Ph.D.
Doctor of Divinity (D.D.)

The Rev. Pdn. Peter Danilchick
Doctor of Humane Letters (D.H.L.)

The Very Rev. Mitered Archpriest Sergei Glagolev
Doctor of Sacred Music (D.S.M.)



Commencement Address
David H. Bradshaw, Ph.D.
Chair of the Department of Philosophy at the University of Kentucky

Conferral of Degrees on the Graduates of the Class of 2018
Dr. John A. Barnet, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs

Valedictory Address
Mr. Dimitrios S. Nikiforos

Introduction to the Alumni Association
The Very Rev. David Barr

Conferral of the St. Macrina Award
Mr. Angelo Niqula
President of the Student Council

Salutatory Address
Mr. Timothy Aznavourian

St. Vladimirs’ Women's Chorale
“Lord, Now Let Thy Servant” by Fr. Sergei Glagolev

Closing Remarks
The Most Blessed Tikhon, Archbishop of Washington, Metropolitan of All
America and Canada, and Chairman of the Board of Trustees

Closing prayer: “It is truly meet”

Recessional: Troparion of Ascension

A reception follows.



THE CLASS OF 2018

CANDIDATES FOR THE
MASTER OF DIVINITY DEGREE

The Rev. Isaac DANEVICIUS

The Rev. Dn. Daniel GREESON (summa cum laude; commendation for thesis;

commendation for service to the community)

The Task of Embodying God-manhood: The Apocalyptic Theology of

St. Maria of Paris
Dr. Peter Boutenef, advisor

The Rev. Andrew HONORE

The Very Rev. Michael KOROLEV
Liturgy, Reading, and Ascesis in Saint Maximus the Confessor’s Mystagogy

The Very Rev. Dr. Sergius Halvorsen, advisor

Mr. Philip MAIKKULA
Painted Midrash: The Reception of Scripture in the Dura-Europos Iconography

Prof. Richard Schneider, advisor

The Rev. Christopher MOORE (summa cum laude)
Cultural Awareness and Exchange: Rethinking Inculturation in Orthodox

Mission for the 21st Century
The Rev. Dr. Gregory Edwards, advisor



Mr. Dimitrios S. NIKIFOROS (summa cum laude; commendation for thesis)
The Influence of the Greco-Roman Legal Thought on the Development of the
Methodological Principle of Oixovoyta in Byzantine Canon Law: The Local
Cappadocian Traditions of Gregory Thaumaturgos
The Very Rev. Dr. Alexander Rentel, advisor

Mr. Seraphim O’KEEFE (magna cum laude)
By Means of Means and by Virtue of Virtue: The Human Being as the Image of
God in St. Gregory of Nyssa’s On the Making of Man
The Very Rev. Dr. John Behr, advisor

The Rev. Jeremiah PHILLIPS

The Rev. Dn. Gregory POTTER (commendation for service to the community)

Mr. Christopher RAKOWSKI
[Degree awarded in September 2017]
The Sputnik Psalomshchika: Its Part in the Renewal of East-Slavic Church-
Singing in Early Twentieth-Century Russia
Dr. Nicholas Reeves, advisor

The Rev. Dn. Michael SABOUNJIAN

The Rev. John VALADEZ

Mr. Daniel VANDERKOLK (cum laude; commendation for thesis)
The Recensions of “On Watchfulness and Holiness”: A Reading with Respect to
Byzantine Literary Genre
The Very Rev. Dr. Alexander Rentel, advisor



CANDIDATES FOR THE
MASTER OF ARTS DEGREE

Mr. Stefan DyoRric
The Noetic Anthropology of Gregory of Nyssa in De Hominis Opificio
The Very Rev. Dr. John Behr, advisor

Mr. Neumann JONES
Sound is the Ear and Silence is the Mouth: A Mystical Glimpse into the Lives of
Martha and Mary as Symbols of Christian Discipleship
Dr. Peter Boutenefl, advisor

Ms. Brittany LAUBER (summa cum laude; commendation for thesis;
commendation for service to the community)
Loving the Word: Philological Activity in the Selections of Origen on Genesis
The Very Rev. Dr. John Behr, advisor

Mr. Brenden K. LINK (cum laude)
René Guénon and Traditional Cosmic Symbolism
Dr. Peter Bouteneff, advisor

Ms. Sophia THEODORATOS (summa cum laude)
Worshipping in Spirit and Truth: The Living Temple and Its Water
The Very Rev. Dr. John Behr, advisor



CANDIDATES FOR THE
MASTER OF THEOLOGY DEGREE

Mr. Mark CHENOWETH
Falling Towards Christ: Human Fallenness in Maximus the Confessor and Its
Implications for the Science and Faith Dialogue
Dr. Peter Bouteneff, advisor

Dr. Tracy GUSTILO (commendation for thesis)
Defeating Demons and Astonishing Angels: Pascha As Spectacle in the Early
Paschal Tradition
The Very Rev. Dr. John Behr, advisor



THE COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER

David Bradshaw, Ph.D,, is a professor in the Department of Philosophy at the Uni-
versity of Kentucky, and a member of St. Athanasius Orthodox Church in Nicholas-
ville, KY.

Professor Bradshaw earned his doctorate at the University of Texas, Austin, and he
currently specializes in ancient and medieval philosophy, philosophy of religion, and
the interactions of theology and philosophy.

Professor Bradshaw is a contributor to Turning East: Contemporary Philosophers and
the Ancient Christian Faith (SVS Press, 2012). He is also the author of Aristotle East
and West: Metaphysics and the Division of Christendom, which focuses on a compara-
tive history of philosophical thought in the two halves of Christendom, East and
West, and which won the Morris D. Forkosch prize, sponsored by the Journal of

the History of Ideas. Additionally, he is the editor of Philosophical Theology and the
Christian Tradition: Russian and Western Perspectives and Ethics and the Challenge of
Secularism: Russian and Western Perspectives.

His current research focuses on the ways that ancient Greek philosophy shaped
medieval philosophy and religious thought, and how these, in turn, contributed to
the formation of modernity. Most of his work to date has been on the philosophi-
cal roots of the division between the Greek-speaking (eastern) and Latin-speaking
(western) branches of Christianity.

Over the next few years his hope is to explore more fully the implications of Eastern
Christian thought for contemporary philosophy of religion, and ultimately to use
this work (both historical and contemporary) as a basis for a new analysis of pre-
cisely why modern philosophy rejected traditional religious belief, including in what
respects that development was and was not justified.

THE VALEDICTORIAN AND SALUTATORIAN

The valedictorian, who is selected from among graduating M.Div. students, delivers
the commencement address on behalf of the graduating class. The salutatorian, an
M.Div. middler who is completing his or her second academic year at St Vladimir’s
as a full-time student, offers words of congratulation to the graduating class on behalf
of those who will be remaining at the seminary. The valedictorian and salutatorian
are selected by the faculty on the basis of each student’s excellent performance in all
aspects of seminary life, including academic work, participation in chapel services,
and completion of community service assignments.



THE FACULTY

President

The Very Rev. Dr. Chad Hatfield

Faculty

The Very Rev. Vladimir Aleandro

Dr. John A. Barnet

The Very Rev. Dr. John Behr

Dr. Kate Behr

The Rev. Nicholas Belcher

Dr. Peter C. Bouteneft

The Rev. Adrian Budica

The Rev. Dr. Varghese M. Daniel

The Rev. Dr. Gregory Edwards

The Rev. Dn. John El Massih

The Rev. Dn. Evan Freeman

Mrs. Robin Freeman

The Very Rev. Dr. ]. Sergius
Halvorsen

Dr. Daniel B. Hinshaw

Dr. Jane Carnahan Hinshaw

The Very Rev. Dr. John Jillions

The Rev. Dr. Philip LeMasters

The Very Rev. Dr. Harry Pappas

The Rev. Dr. George Parsenios

The Very Rev. Dr. Eugen Pentiuc

The Very Rev. Dr. Joseph Purpura
The Very Rev. Dr. Alexander Rentel
Dr. Albert S. Rossi

Mr. Harrison B. Russin

Prof. Richard Schneider

The Very Rev. Dr. Nicholas Solak
The Very Rev. Dr. Eric Tosi

Dr. Grant S. White

Dr. Gayle E. Woloschak

Emeritus Faculty

Dr. David Drillock

The Very Rev. Dr. John H. Erickson
Librarian

Ms. Eleana S. Silk



THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

The Board of Trustees is the governing body of St. Vladimir's Seminary.

Board Chairman

THE MoST BLESSED TIKHON,
Archbishop of Washington, Metro-
politan of All America and Canada,
Orthodox Church in America

Board Vice Chairman

THE MOST REVEREND JOSEPH,
Archbishop of New York and
Metropolitan of all North America,
Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Archdiocese of North America

Appointed Members

THE MOST REVEREND ZACHARIAH
MAaRr NicHOLOVOS, Metropolitan
of the Northeast American Dio-
cese, Malankara Orthodox Syrian
Church

THE R1GHT REVEREND DAVID,
Coptic Orthodox Diocese of New
York and New England

THE R1GHT REVEREND IRINE]
Serbian Orthodox Church in
North and South America, Dio-
cese of Eastern America

Ex Officio Members

THE VERY REV. DR. CHAD
HATFIELD, President

THE VERY REV. DR. JOHN JILLIONS,
Chancellor of the Orthodox
Church in America

THE VERY REV. DAVID G. BARR
Chairman of the Alumni
Association Board

Board Officers

THE REvV. DN. MiCHAEL HYATT,
Executive Chairman

MR. JEFFREY D. HOFF,
Treasurer

DR. NICHOLAS PANDELIDIS,
Corporate Secretary



Board Members

Dr. Frank B. Cerra

Mr. Gregory Drillock

Mrs. Joan Farha

Dr. Albert Foundos

The Honorable Catherine R. Fuller
Mr. David Hicks

Mrs. Tatiana L. Hoff

Mr. Theodore Jadick

The Very Rev. Dr. Philip LeMasters
Mr. Alex Machaskee

Mrs. Sharon Andrzejewski-Rubis
Mr. James C. Spencer, Esq.

Dr. Donald J. Tamulonis, Jr.

Dr. Carla Thomas

Dr. Melody M. Thompson

Trustees Emeriti

Mr. Michael Bress

The Rev. Pdn. Peter M. Danilchick
Dr. Brian Gerich

Mr. Anthony Kasmer

Dr. Glenn R. Kubina

Mr. Leon J. Lysaght, Jr.
Mr. Eric S. Namee

Mr. Alexander Popoff, Jr.
The Very Rev. Paul Shafran
Mr. Thomas S. Zedlovich
Mr. Mitchell Zunich
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St.Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary
575 SCARSDALE ROAD, YONKERS, NY 10707-1659
www.svots.edu



