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commencement exercises
(Please silence all mobile phones and other electronic devices.)

Processional
Troparion to the Three Hierarchs

Opening of the Commencement Exercises
The Most Blessed Tikhon, D.D., Archbishop of Washington, Metropolitan of 
All America and Canada, and Chairman of the Board of Trustees

Welcoming Remarks
The Very Rev. Dr. Chad Hatfield, President

The Father Alexander Schmemann Lecture
The Most Rev. Dr. Michael (Dahulich)
Archbishop of New York, Diocese of New York and New Jersey

Conferral of Degrees on the Graduates of the Master of Arts Class of 2019
and the Doctor of Ministry Class of 2019
Dr. Ionut Alexandru Tudorie, Academic Dean

Remarks from Doctor of Ministry Recipients
Dr. Ionut Alexandru Tudorie, Academic Dean

Closing Remarks
The Most Blessed Tikhon, D.D., Archbishop of Washington, Metropolitan of 
All America and Canada, and Chairman of the Board of Trustees

Closing prayer
It is Truly Meet

Recessional
Troparion to the Three Hierarchs

Reception follows



the class of 2019
CANDIDATES FOR THE 

MASTER OF ARTS DEGREE

Mr. Michael Kupec, Jr.
Master of Arts
My People: An Analysis of Anti-Jewish Language in the Antiphons  
of Matins of Great and Holy Friday
Dr. Grant White, advisor

CANDIDATES FOR THE 
DOCTOR OF MINISTRY DEGREE

The Very Rev. Peter A. Baktis
Doctor of Ministry
Creating an Orthodox Missiological Narrative
The Very Rev. Dr. John Jillions, advisor

Mrs. Sarah Byrne-Martelli
Doctor of Ministry
Memory Eternal: A Vision for Orthodox Christian Bereavement
The Rev. Dr. Nicholas Solak, advisor

The Rev. Teo Merras
Doctor of Ministry
Baptismal Practice and Teaching in the Contemporary Orthodox Church 
of Finland: A Search for New Tools to Retain Families within Parish  
Life after Baptism
Dr. Grant White, advisor

The Rev. Theophan Lee Whitfield 
Doctor of Ministry, Commendation for Final Project
The Servant Parish Project: Strengthening Ministry to the Poor and Suffering
The Rev. Dr. Gregory Edwards, advisor



the father alexander  
schmemann & workshop  

lecturers
The Rev. Dr. Anthony Roeber is professor of church history at St. Vladimir’s 
Seminary and professor emeritus of early modern history and religious studies at 
Penn State University, University Park where he served as department head for ten 
years. Father Anthony attended The Pontifical College Josephinum from 1963 to 1969 
and earned his B.A. and M.A. at the University of Denver, a second A.M. and his 
Ph.D. at Brown University, and his M.A. in Applied Orthodox Theology from the 
Balamand University, Lebanon. In addition to St. Vladimir’s Seminary and Penn State 
University, Fr. Anthony has taught at the University of Denver, Princeton, Lawrence 
University, the University of Illinois-Chicago, and the Chicago-Kent Law College. He 
has authored some fifty articles, six books, and three edited volumes, including Mixed 
Marriage: an Orthodox History through St. Vladimir’s Seminary (SVS) Press.

The Very Rev. Dr. John Parker is dean and chief operating officer of St. Tikhon’s 
Orthodox Theological Seminary and chair of the Department of Evangelization of the 
Orthodox Church in America. Father John also serves as a board member of the Or-
thodox Christian Mission Center and was pastor of Holy Ascension Church, Mount 
Pleasant, SC from 2003 until his appointment at St. Tikhon’s Seminary in 2018. He 
holds a B.A. in Spanish language and literature from the College of William and Mary, 
Williamsburg, VA; an M.Div. from Trinity Episcopal School for Ministry (TESM), 
Ambridge, PA; and a Th.M. and D.Min. from St. Vladimir’s Seminary, Yonkers, NY. 
Father John has written more than 170 essays on Orthodoxy for Charleston’s Post and 
Courier, the Carolina Compass, and the Moultrie News.  For the past decade, he has of-
fered bi-annual lectures on Orthodox Christianity at the College of Charleston.

The Right Rev. Daniel (Brum) is bishop of Santa Rosa (OCA). He holds a 
B.A. in humanities, with specialization in history, philosophy, and English literature, 
from Saint Patrick’s College Seminary, Mountain View, CA; an M.Div. from Saint Pat-
rick’s Seminary, Menlo Park, CA; and a degree in canon law ( JCL) from the Catholic 
University of America, Washington, DC. Bishop Daniel was ordained to the Roman 



Catholic priesthood in 1981 and was received into the Orthodox Church in America 
in 1997. After his reception into the Orthodox Church, he served at Saint Nicholas 
Church, Saratoga, CA, Saint Paul the Apostle Church, Las Vegas, NV, St. Gregory 
Palamas Mission, Flemington, NJ, and Sts. Peter and Paul Church, Phoenix, AZ; as 
secretary to His Beatitude, Metropolitan Theodosius and, later, to His Beatitude, 
Metropolitan Herman; and on several Church committees and commissions, includ-
ing the Canons and Statute Commission, the Statute Revision Task Force, the Legal 
Advisory Board, and the Canonization Commission, and in numerous other capaci-
ties. In 2014, the Holy Synod elected him to serve as auxiliary to His Eminence, Arch-
bishop Benjamin of San Francisco and the West as bishop of Santa Rosa, CA.  He was 
consecrated to the episcopacy on January 24, 2015.

The Most Rev. Dr. Michael (Dahulich) is archbishop of New York and the 
Diocese of New York and New Jersey (OCA), secretary of the Holy Synod of Bish-
ops, and rector and professor of New Testament and pastoral theology at St. Tikhon’s 
Orthodox Theological Seminary. Archbishop Michael holds a B.Th. from Christ the 
Savior Seminary, Johnstown, PA; a B.A. from St. Vincent College, Latrobe, PA; and 
an M.A. and Ph.D. from Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, PA. He served for many 
years as pastor of both Sts. Peter and Paul Church in Homer City, PA, and Holy Ghost 
Church in Phoenixville, PA. He was consecrated to the episcopacy in 2010 and was 
elevated to the rank of archbishop in 2015. Archbishop Michael has also served the 
Church in numerous other capacities, including as dean of the Mid-Atlantic Dean-
ery parishes of the Carpatho-Russian Diocese; a member of the Study and Planning 
Commission and the Ecumenical Commission of SCOBA; a member of the Board of 
Theological Education of the Orthodox Church in America; OCA representative to 
the National Advisory Board of the American Bible Society; a member (and former 
national secretary) of the Orthodox Theological Society of America; and a member of 
the Advisory Board of the Orthodox Christian Association of Medicine, Psychology 
and Religion (OCAMPR). Additionally, Archbishop Michael has published a number 
of articles in theological journals, magazines and newspapers, has presented several 
papers, delivered numerous talks, lectures, and keynote addresses, and led many semi-
nars and retreats in schools and parishes throughout the United States and abroad.



the faculty

President

The Very Rev. Dr. Chad Hatfield

Academic Dean

Dr. Ionut Alexandru Tudorie

Faculty

The Very Rev. Vladimir Aleandro
Dr. John A. Barnet
The Very Rev. Dr. John Behr
The Rev. Nicholas Belcher
Dr. Peter C. Bouteneff
The Rev. Adrian Budica
The Rev. Dr. Varghese M. Daniel
The Rev. Dr. Gregory Edwards
The Rev. Dn. John  El Massih
Mrs. Robin Freeman
Dr. Tracy Davis Gustilo
The Very Rev. Dr. J. Sergius 
	 Halvorsen
Dr. Daniel B. Hinshaw
Dr. Jane Carnahan Hinshaw
The Very Rev. Dr. John Jillions
The Very Rev. Dr. Philip LeMasters

The Rev. Dr. George Parsenios
Dr. Vitaly Permiakov
The Very Rev. Dr. Alexander Rentel
The Rev. Dr. Anthony G. Roeber
Dr. Albert S. Rossi
Mr. Harrison B. Russin
The Very Rev. Dr. Nicholas Solak
The Very Rev. Dr. Eric Tosi
Dr. Grant S. White
Dr. Gayle E. Woloschak

Emeritus Faculty

Dr. David Drillock
The Very Rev. Dr. John H. Erickson
Dr. Paul Meyendorff
The Very Rev. Dr. Paul Tarazi

 



the board of trustees
The Board of Trustees is the governing body of St. Vladimir’s Seminary.

Board Chairman

The Most Blessed Tikhon,  
Archbishop of Washington, Metro-
politan of All America and Canada, 
Orthodox Church in America

Board Vice Chairman

The Most Reverend Jose ph, 
Archbishop of New York and 
Metropolitan of all North America, 
Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Archdiocese of North America 

Appointed Members

The Most Reverend Zachariah 
Mar Nicholovos, Metropolitan 
of the Northeast American Dio-
cese, Malankara Orthodox Syrian 
Church

The Right Reverend David, 
Coptic Orthodox Diocese of New 
York and New England

Ex Officio Members

The Very Rev. Dr. Chad 
	 Hatfield, President

Dr. Ionut Alexandru Tudorie, 
Academic Dean

The Very Rev. Dr. Alexander 
Rentel, Chancellor of the  
Orthodox Church in America

The Very Rev. David G. Barr 
Chairman of the Alumni  
Association Board

Board Officers

The Rev. Dn. Michael Hyatt,  
Executive Chairman

Mr. Jeffrey D. Hoff,  
Treasurer

Mr. James C. Spencer, Esq. 
Corporate Secretary



Board Members

Dr. Frank B. Cerra
Mrs. Joan Farha
The Honorable Catherine R. Fuller
Mr. David Hicks
Mrs. Tatiana L. Hoff
Mr. Theodore Jadick
The Very Rev. Dr. Philip LeMasters
Dr. Nicholas Pandelidis
Mr. Wesley J. Smith, Esq.
Dr. Donald J. Tamulonis, Jr.
Dr. Carla Thomas
Dr. Melody M. Thompson

Trustees Emeriti

Mr. Michael Bress
The Rev. Pdn. Dr. Peter M. Danilchick
Dr. Albert Foundos 
Dr. Brian Gerich
Mr. Anthony Kasmer
Dr. Glenn R. Kubina
Mr. Leon J. Lysaght, Jr.
Dr. Alex Machaskee
Mr. Eric S. Namee
Mr. Alexander Popoff, Jr.
The Very Rev. Paul Shafran
Mr. Thomas S. Zedlovich
Mr. Mitchell Zunich



Presenters of The Father 
Alexander Schmemann  

Memorial Lectures
1984 Father Boris Bobrinskoy 
The Holy Spirit in the Thought of the Cappadocian Fathers

1985 Metropolitan George (Khodr) 
St. Basil the Great as Bishop and Pastor

1986 Sir Dimitri Obolensky 
The Cyrillo-Methodian Mission: Scriptural Foundations

1987 Professor Nicolas V. Lossky 
Traces of Orthodoxy in the West after the Schism

1988 Father Aidan Kavanaugh 
Confirmation: From Missa to Chrismation

1989 Father Sergei Hackel 
The Orthodox Church of Russia in the Millennium Year

1990 Metropolitan Theodosius (Lazor) 
Canonical Unity in America

1991 Professor Dimitry Pospielovsky 
Orthodox Christianity and the Crisis in Soviet Society

1992 Father Thomas Julian Talley 
Memory and Hope in the Eucharistic Prayer

1993 Father Thomas FitzGerald 
Togetherness in Christ: The Challenge of Conciliarity

1994 Professor Susan Ashbrook Harvey 
The Very Fragrance of Paradise: Sense Perception and Knowledge of God in the 
Church Fathers



1995 Protopresbyter Vitaly Borovoy 
Father Schmemann’s Theology in Russia: A Contribution to the Renewal of the 
Russian Orthodox Church Today

1996 Professor John Wesley Cook 
Christian Faith in Contemporary Culture

1997 Father Alkiviadis Calivas 
Worship in the American Context: Issues of Liturgical Inculturation

1998 Professor Remus Rus 
The Holy Liturgy and the Divinization of Man and the Cosmos

1999 Father Sergei Glagolev 
Father Alexander Schmemann and the Liturgical Revival in the Orthodox 
Church

2000 Father Paul Schneirla 
Orthodoxy in North America: 1950–2000

2001 Professor Paul Valliere 
Russian Religious Thought and the Future of Orthodox Theology

2002 Archbishop Demetrios (Trakatellis) 
Masterpieces of Human Sensitivities: St. Basil’s Letters

2003 Professor Albert Raboteau 
Orthodox Christianity and American Culture: Conflict or Transformation?   

2004 Professor Alexander Lingas 
Culture, History, and the Future of Orthodox Liturgical Music in America

2005 Father Leonid Kishkovsky 
Orthodoxy Today: Tradition or Traditionalism?

2006 Cardinal Avery Dulles (lecture read by Father Joseph T. Lienhard, SJ) 
The Imperative of Orthodoxy

2007 Father Paul Lazor 
Father Alexander Schmemann: A Personal Memoir



2008 Bishop Basil (Essey) 
Father Schmemann as Teacher and Liturgist

2009 Archimandrite Robert F. Taft, SJ 
The Liturgical Enterprise Twenty-five Years after Alexander Schmemann 
(1921–1983): The Man and His Heritage
	
2010 Rowan Williams, 104th Archbishop of Canterbury 
Theology and Contemplative Calling: The Image of Humanity in the Philokalia

2011 Metropolitan Hilarion (Alfeyev) 
The Meaning of “Icon” in the Orthodox Church

2012 Margaret Barker 
Our Great High Priest: The Church as the New Temple

2013 Professor Peter Brown 
Constantine, Eusebius, and the Future of Christianity

2014 Father John McGuckin 
On the Mystical Theology of the Eastern Church

2015 Bishop Nicholas (Ozone) 
The Life and Ministry of St. Raphael of Brooklyn

2016 Archdeacon Father John Chryssavgis 
Toward the Great and Holy Council: Retrieving a Culture of Conciliarity and 
Consensus

2017 Professor Lewis Patsavos 
Reflections of a Canonist: Account of a Teaching Ministry Spanning Four  
Decades

2018 Associate Professor Scott Kenworthy 
St. Tikhon of Moscow (1865-1925) and the Orthodox Church in North America 
and Revolutionary Russia

2019 Professor David Fagerberg 
The Anchor of Schmemann’s Liturgical Theology

2020 Archbishop Michael (Dahulich)
The Gift of Autocephaly



St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary
575 scarsdale road, yonkers, ny 10707-1659
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We wish to thank the following firms for their corporate sponsorship  
of the 37th Annual Fr. Alexander Schmemann Lecture 

celebrating 50 years of Autocephaly.

Capin Crouse llp, Indianapolis, IN

Insurance Systems Group inc., Yonkers, NY

Veneruso, Curto, Schwatz & Curto llp, Yonkers, NY

New Roc Foods, New Rochelle, NY

Adriano Catering inc., New Rochelle, NY

Nouveau Elevator Industries inc., Long Island City, NY

Richmar Controls inc., Yonkers, NY


