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During the Procession: The Troparion of Pascha

Opening of the Commencement Exercises
The Most Blessed Tikhon, Archbishop of Washington, Metropolitan 
of All America and Canada, and Chairman of the Board of Trustees

Welcoming Remarks
The Very Rev. Dr. Chad Hatfield, President

Conferral of Honorary Degrees 
Dr. Ionuț-Alexandru Tudorie, Academic Dean

	 Metropolitan Grigoli (Berbichashvili) 
	 Doctor of Divinity (D.D.)

	 Archbishop Nathaniel (Popp) 
	 Doctor of Divinity (D.D.)

Salutatory Address
Subdeacon Daniel Hannasm

Conferral of Degrees on the Graduates of the Class of 2022
Dr. Ionuț-Alexandru Tudorie, Academic Dean

• • •

Commencement 
Exercises

Please silence all mobile phones
and other electronic devices.
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Conferral of the St. Macrina Award
The Rev. Thomas Miller,
President of the Student Council

Valedictory Address
The Rev. Anthony Machnee

The Exaposteilarion of Pascha, by Kurt Sander (2015)
“The Angel Cried”, by Roman Hurko (2003)
“Christ is risen”, traditional Georgian melody  
      (English adaptation by Vladimir Morosan)

Closing Remarks
The Most Blessed Tikhon, Archbishop of Washington, Metropolitan 
of All America and Canada, and Chairman of the Board of Trustees

Closing Prayer: “Shine, Shine, O New Jerusalem”

Recessional: The Troparion of Pascha

 
A reception follows.

The SVS Press Bookstore will remain open after Commencement.  
Directions are posted on campus.

• • •

2022 Honorary 
Doctorate Recipients

His Eminence, Grigoli (Berbichashvili) is metropolitan of Poti and 
Khobi of the Georgian Apostolic Orthodox Church. His Eminence is also 
the rector of New Georgian University located in Poti, Georgia; editor-in-
chief of Uplis Tsikhe, the journal of the Georgian Patriarchate; and head of 
the representative committee of the Georgian Patriarchate for the relation-
ship with the state on issues of education. Born July 18, 1956, he earned his 
Ph.D. from Grigol Robakidze University in 2017. He has written extensive-
ly on Christianity and human rights, among other topics, and also penned 
a short catechism. Metropolitan Grigoli’s efforts in ministry and education 
have been recognized numerous times by Church and state in the country 
of Georgia. His ecclesiastical and state awards include the Golden Order 
of St. George (by decree of the catholicos-patriarch of all Georgia) and the 
Presidential Order of Excellence (by decree of the president of Georgia). 

His Eminence, Nathaniel (Popp) is archbishop of Detroit and the 
Romanian Episcopate of the Orthodox Church in America. His Eminence 
was born in 1940 in Illinois to Joseph Popp and Vera (née Boytor), a 
family of Romanian heritage. His studies later took him to Italy, where he 
enrolled at Gregorian University and resided at the Greek College of St. 
Athanasius. Archbishop Nathaniel, an author of numerous articles and a 
widely traveled lecturer, is also known for his generosity and philanthropic 
endeavors. He is chairman of the V. D. Trifa Romanian American Heritage 
Center in Grass Lake, MI and organizer of the “Help for Romania Fund.” 
In 1990, he co-founded the “Help the Children of Romania” project and, 
since 1991, he has served as chairman of the Congress of Romanian Ameri-
cans [CORA]. Recently, His Eminence established endowed scholarship 
funds to help Eastern Orthodox men and women in North America pay 
for theological education.
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The Class of 2022

CANDIDATES FOR THE 

MASTER OF DIVINIT Y DEGREE

Deacon Adam Karekin BULLOCK (commendation for service to the 
community)

The Rev. Derrick Blake Silouan COHEN

Subdeacon Daniel HANNA (salutatorian of the class of 2022; 
commendation for service to the community)

Mr. Gabriel David KHOURY

The Rev. Anthony MACHNEE (valedictorian of the class of 2022; 
magna cum laude; commendation for service to the community) 
Repentance as the Manifestation of the Life of Scripture: Entering into 
the Psalms as a Case Study 
The Rev. Dr. Silviu Bunta, advisor

The Rev. Thomas MILLER (magna cum laude) 
Glory: Interpreting John 12:41 
The Rev. Dr. George Parsenios, advisor

Subdeacon Matthew POOZHIKUNNEL 
Understanding Priesthood: Contextualizing St. Jacob of Serugh’s Homily 
on Melchizedek 
The Rev. Dr. Varghese Daniel, advisor

Mr. Steven ROBERTS

Subdeacon Subin SHAJI (commendation for service to the community)

Mr. Brendan SIPPERLY

CANDIDATES FOR THE 

MASTER OF ARTS DEGREE

The Rev. Protosyngellos Hrisostom CIUCIU (magna cum laude; 
commendation for service to the community) 
Re-Thinking Typology 
Dr. John Barnet, advisor

The Rev. Geevarghese MATHEW (commendation for service to the 
community) 
Study on Nicene Creed: With a Catechetical Function in a Parish 
The Very Rev. Dr. Chad Hatfield, advisor

The Rev. Dn. Tesfay REZENE 
Haymanotä Abäw in the Abyssinian Tradition: Its Historical Background, 
Authorship and Authenticity, and Christological Argument 
Dr. Ionuţ-Alexandru Tudorie, advisor

Mr. David Allan SOLHEIM (commendation for service to the 
community) 
Angels in Hebrews: A Close Reading of Hebrews 1-2 
The Rev. Dr. George Parsenios, advisor

CANDIDATES FOR THE 

MASTER OF THEOLOGY DEGREE

Mr. Theodore George MANTZIKOS 
The Status of Diocesan and Auxiliary Bishops in the Antiochian Orthodox 
Archdiocese of North America: Historical and Canonical Aspects 
The Rev. Dn. Dr. Vitaly Permiakov, advisor
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THE VALEDICTORIAN AND SALUTATORIAN

The valedictorian, who delivers the valediction, or parting words, at commencement, 
is normally the student who has earned the highest grade point average, with 
consideration also being given to performance in all other aspects of seminary life. 
The salutatorian, who delivers the salutation, or greeting, at commencement, is 
normally the student who has earned the second-highest grade point average, with 
consideration also being given to performance in all other aspects of seminary life. 
Commencement speakers must have completed at least forty-eight credits at St. 
Vladimir’s Seminary as full-time degree candidates. Neither the valedictorian nor 
the salutatorian is required to write a thesis. 

The Faculty
President

The Very Rev. Dr. Chad Hatfield

Academic Dean

Dr. Ionuț-Alexandru Tudorie

Full-Time Faculty

Dr. John A. Barnet
Dr. Peter C. Bouteneff
The Rev. Dr. Bogdan G. Bucur
The Very Rev. Dr. J. Sergius 
	 Halvorsen
The Rev. Dn. Dr. Vitaly 

Permiakov
Dr. Harrison B. Russin

Part-Time Faculty

Dr. Gregory J. Abdalah
Dr. Jeffrey P. Bishop
The Rev. Dr. Silviu N. Bunta
The Rev. Dr. Varghese M. Daniel
The Rev. Dr. Gregory Edwards
Dr. Ana S. Iltis
The Very Rev. Dr. Alexander 

Rentel

Dr. John M. Reynolds
The Rev. Dr. Anthony G. Roeber
Dr. Rossitza B. Schroeder
The Very Rev. Dr. Nicholas Solak
The Very Rev. Dr. Eric Tosi
Dr. Matthew Scott Vest

Instructors of the Practice

The Very Rev. Vladimir Aleandro
The Rev. Nicholas Belcher
The Very Rev. Adrian Budica
The Rev. John El Massih
Dr. Albert S. Rossi

Emeritus Faculty

Dr. David Drillock
The Very Rev. Dr. John H. Erickson
Dr. Paul Meyendorff
The Very Rev. Dr. Paul Nadim Tarazi

Librarian

Mrs. Danielle Earl 
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The Board of 
Trustees

The Board of Trustees is the governing body of St. Vladimir’s Seminary.

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS

Board Chairman
The Most Blessed Tikhon 

(Mollard), Archbishop of 
Washington, Metropolitan of All 
America and Canada, Orthodox 
Church in America

The Very Rev. Dr. Alexander 
Rentel, Chancellor of the Orthodox 
Church in America

The Very Rev. Dr. Chad Hatfield, 
President, St. Vladimir’s Seminary

Dr. Ionuț-Alexandru  
Tudorie, Academic Dean,  
St. Vladimir’s Seminary

The Rev. Dn. Michael Hyatt,  
Executive Chairman

Jeffrey D. Hoff, Treasurer
Dan Abraham
Dr. Frank B. Cerra, M.D.
The Honorable Catherine R. Fuller
David Hicks

Ana S. Iltis, Ph.D.
John T. Milosovich
Donald J. Tamulonis, Jr., M.D., F.A.C.P.
Carla Ann Newbern Thomas, M.D.
Wesley J. Smith, J.D.

Michael Bress, J.D.
The Rev. Protodeacon Peter M. 
Danilchick, Hon. D.H.L.
Brian Gerich,  Hon. D.H.L.
Glenn R. Kubina, M.D.
Leon J. Lysaght, Jr. , J.D.

Alex Machaskee, Hon. D.H.L.
Eric S. Namee, J.D.
The Very Rev. Paul Shafran
Thomas S. Zedlovich

Appointed Hierarchs
The Most Reverend Joseph,  

Archbishop of New York and 
Metropolitan of all North America, 
Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Archdiocese of North America

His Grace, Metropolitan Zachariah 
Mar Nicholovos (Poothiyottu), 
Metropolitan of the Northeast American 
Diocese, Malankara Orthodox Syrian 
Church

Appointed Alumni Association Representative
Richard Ajalat, Chair, St. Vladimir’s 

Seminary Alumni Association Board; 
Pastoral Assistant at St. Michael Antiochian 
Orthodox Church, Van Nuys, CA

ELECTED  MEMBERS

EMERITI TRUSTEES
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