ST VLADIMIR’S

ORTHODOX THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

COMMENCEMENT

SATURDAY, MAY 14, 2022

1:30 PM



Please silence all mobile phones

and other electronic devices.

During the Procession: The Troparion of Pascha

Opening of the Commencement Exercises
The Most Blessed Tikhon, Archbishop of Washington, Metropolitan
of All America and Canada, and Chairman of the Board of Trustees

Welcoming Remarks
The Very Rev. Dr. Chad Hatfield, President

Conferral of Honorary Degrees
Dr. Ionut-Alexandru Tudorie, Academic Dean

Metropolitan Grigoli (Berbichashvili)
Doctor of Divinity (D.D.)

Archbishop Nathaniel (Popp)
Doctor of Divinity (D.D.)

Salutatory Address
Subdeacon Daniel Hanna

Conferral of Degrees on the Graduates of the Class of 2022
Dr. Ionut-Alexandru Tudorie, Academic Dean



Conferral of the St. Macrina Award
The Rev. Thomas Miller,
President of the Student Council

Valedictory Address
The Rev. Anthony Machnee

The Exaposteilarion of Pascha, by Kurt Sander (2015)
“The Angel Cried”, by Roman Hurko (2003)
“Christ is risen’”, traditional Georgian melody
(English adaptation by Vladimir Morosan)
Closing Remarks
The Most Blessed Tikhon, Archbishop of Washington, Metropolitan
of All America and Canada, and Chairman of the Board of Trustees
Closing Prayer: “Shine, Shine, O New Jerusalem”

Recessional: The Troparion of Pascha

A reception follows.

The SVS Press Bookstore will remain open after Commencement.
Directions are posted on campus.

His EMINENCE, GriGOLI (Berbichashvili) is metropolitan of Poti and
Khobi of the Georgian Apostolic Orthodox Church. His Eminence is also
the rector of New Georgian University located in Poti, Georgia; editor-in-
chief of Uplis Tsikhe, the journal of the Georgian Patriarchate; and head of
the representative committee of the Georgian Patriarchate for the relation-
ship with the state on issues of education. Born July 18, 1956, he earned his
Ph.D. from Grigol Robakidze University in 2017. He has written extensive-
ly on Christianity and human rights, among other topics, and also penned
a short catechism. Metropolitan Grigoli’s efforts in ministry and education
have been recognized numerous times by Church and state in the country
of Georgia. His ecclesiastical and state awards include the Golden Order
of St. George (by decree of the catholicos-patriarch of all Georgia) and the
Presidential Order of Excellence (by decree of the president of Georgia).

His EMINENCE, NATHANIEL (Popp) is archbishop of Detroit and the
Romanian Episcopate of the Orthodox Church in America. His Eminence
was born in 1940 in Illinois to Joseph Popp and Vera (née Boytor), a
family of Romanian heritage. His studies later took him to Italy, where he
enrolled at Gregorian University and resided at the Greek College of St.
Athanasius. Archbishop Nathaniel, an author of numerous articles and a
widely traveled lecturer, is also known for his generosity and philanthropic
endeavors. He is chairman of the V. D. Trifa Romanian American Heritage
Center in Grass Lake, MI and organizer of the “Help for Romania Fund.”
In 1990, he co-founded the “Help the Children of Romania” project and,
since 1991, he has served as chairman of the Congress of Romanian Ameri-
cans [CORA]. Recently, His Eminence established endowed scholarship
funds to help Eastern Orthodox men and women in North America pay
for theological education.



CANDIDATES FOR THE
MASTER OF DIVINITY DEGREE

DeacoN ApaM KARexkIN BULLOCK (commendation for service to the
community)

THE REV. DERRICK BLAKE SiLouaN COHEN

SuBDEACON DANIEL HANNA (salutatorian of the class of 2022;
commendation for service to the community)

MR. GABRIEL Davip KHOURY

THE Rev. ANTHONY MACHNEE (valedictorian of the class of 2022;
magna cum laude; commendation for service to the community)
Repentance as the Manifestation of the Life of Scripture: Entering into
the Psalms as a Case Study
TuEe Rev. DR. S1Lviu BUNTA, advisor

TuE Rev. THOMAS MILLER (magna cum laude)
Glory: Interpreting John 12:41
THE REV. DR. GEORGE PARSENIOS, advisor

SuBpeEacoN MatrHEW POOZHIKUNNEL
Understanding Priesthood: Contextualizing St. Jacob of Serugh’s Homily
on Melchizedek
THE REV. DR. VARGHESE DANIEL, advisor

MR. STEVEN ROBERT'S
SUBDEACON SUBIN SHAJI (commendation for service to the community)

MR. BRENDAN SIPPERLY

CANDIDATES FOR THE
MASTER OF ARTS DEGREE

THE Rev. PROTOSYNGELLOS Hrisostom CIUCIU (magna cum laude;
commendation for service to the community)
Re-Thinking Typology
DRr. JoHN BARNET, advisor

THE REV. GEEVARGHESE MATHEW (commendation for service to the
community)
Study on Nicene Creed: With a Catechetical Function in a Parish
THE VERY REV. DR. CHAD HATFIELD, advisor

THE REv. DN. TESFAY REZENE
Haymanoti Abdw in the Abyssinian Tradition: Its Historical Background,
Authorship and Authenticity, and Christological Argument
DR. IONUT-ALEXANDRU TUDORIE, advisor

MR. Davip ALLAN SOLHEIM (commendation for service to the
community)
Angels in Hebrews: A Close Reading of Hebrews 1-2
THE REV. DR. GEORGE PARSENIOS, advisor

CANDIDATES FOR THE
MASTER OF THEOLOGY DEGREE

MR. THEODORE GEORGE MANTZIKOS
The Status of Diocesan and Auxiliary Bishops in the Antiochian Orthodox
Archdiocese of North America: Historical and Canonical Aspects
THE REV. DN. DR. VITALY PERMIAKOV, advisor



THE VALEDICTORIAN AND SALUTATORIAN

The valedictorian, who delivers the valediction, or parting words, at commencement,
is normally the student who has earned the highest grade point average, with
consideration also being given to performance in all other aspects of seminary life.
The salutatorian, who delivers the salutation, or greeting, at commencement, is
normally the student who has earned the second-highest grade point average, with
consideration also being given to performance in all other aspects of seminary life.
Commencement speakers must have completed at least forty-eight credits at St.
Vladimir’s Seminary as full-time degree candidates. Neither the valedictorian nor

the salutatorian is required to write a thesis.

President

THE VERY REV. DR. CHAD HATFIELD

Academic Dean

DRr. IONUT-ALEXANDRU TUDORIE

Full-Time Faculty

DRr.JOHN A. BARNET

Dr. PETER C. BOUTENEFF

THE REV. DR. BoGDAN G. BUCUR

THE VERY REV. DR. J. SERGIUS
HALVORSEN

THE REvV. DN. DR. ViTALY
PERMIAKOV

Dr. HARRISON B. Russin

Part-Time Faculty

Dr. GREGORY J. ABDALAH

Dr. JEFFREY P. BisHoP

THE Rev. Dr. SiLviu N. BunTA

THE REv. DR. VARGHESE M. DANIEL
THE REvV. DR. GREGORY EDWARDS
Dr. ANA S. ILTIS

THE VERY REV. DR. ALEXANDER

RENTEL

DRr.JoHN M. REYNOLDS

THE REv. DR. ANTHONY G. ROEBER
DRr. RossiTzA B. SCHROEDER

THE VERY REV. DR. NICHOLAS SOLAK
THE VERY REV. DR. Er1C TOSI

DR. MATTHEW ScOTT VEST

Instructors of the Practice

THE VERY REV. VLADIMIR ALEANDRO
THE REV. NICHOLAS BELCHER

THE VERY REV. ADRIAN BuDICA

THE REV. JoHN EL MASSIH

DRr. ALBERT S. Ross1

Emeritus Faculty

DRr. Davip DrIiLLOCK
THE VERY REV. DR. JoHN H. ERICKSON
DR. PAUL MEYENDORFF

THE VERY REV. DR. PAUL NADIM TARAZI

Librarian

MRs. DANIELLE EARL



The Board of Trustees is the governing body of St. Vladimir's Seminary.

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS

Board Chairman

THE MoST BLESSED TIKHON
(MoLLARD), Archbishop of
Washington, Metropolitan of All
America and Canada, Orthodox
Church in America

THE VERY REV. DR. ALEXANDER
RENTEL, Chancellor of the Orthodox
Church in America

THE VERY REV. DR. CHAD HATFIELD,

President, St. Vladimir’s Seminary

Dr. IONUT-ALEXANDRU
TUDORIE, Academic Dean,

St. Vladimir’s Seminary

Appointed Hierarchs

THE MOST REVEREND JOSEPH,
Archbishop of New York and
Metropolitan of all North America,
Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Archdiocese of North America

His GRACE, METROPOLITAN ZACHARIAH
Mar Nicaorovos (POOTHIYOTTU),
Metropolitan of the Northeast American
Diocese, Malankara Orthodox Syrian
Church

Appointed Alumni Association Representative

RiCHARD AJALAT, Chair, St. Vladimir’s
Seminary Alumni Association Board;
Pastoral Assistant at St. Michael Antiochian
Orthodox Church, Van Nuys, CA

ELECTED MEMBERS

THE REvV. DN. MICHAEL HYATT,
Executive Chairman

JEFFREY D. HOFF, Treasurer

DAN ABRAHAM

Dr. FRANK B. CERRA, M.D.

THE HONORABLE CATHERINE R. FULLER

Davip Hicks

ANA S. Irt1s, PH.D.

Joun T. MILOSOVICH

Donavp J. TaMuLONIS, JR., M.D., EA.C.P.

CARLA ANN NEWBERN THOMAS, M.D.
WESLEY J. SMITH, J.D.

EMERITI TRUSTEES

MicHAEL Bress, J.D.

THE REV. PROTODEACON PETER M.
DaniLcHick, Hon. D.H.L.

Brian GericH, Hon. D.H.L.
GLENN R. KuBina, M.D.

LeonNJ. LYSAGHT, Jr., ].D.

ALEX MACHASKEE, Hon. D.H.L.
Eric S. NaMEE, ].D.
THE VERY REV. PAUL SHAFRAN

THOMAS S. ZEDLOVICH
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ST VLADIMIR’S ORTHODOX THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
575 SCARSDALE ROAD, YONKERS, NY 10707

WWW.SVOTS.EDU



