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Commencement
Exercises

Please silence all mobile phones

and other electronic devices.

During the Procession: The Troparion of Pascha

Opening of the Commencement Exercises
THE MosT BLESSED T1kHON, Archbishop of Washington,
Metropolitan of All America and Canada, and Chairman of
the Board of Trustees

Welcoming Remarks
DR. IoNUT-ALEXANDRU TUDORIE, Interim President and Academic Dean

Salutatory Address
Ms. JAIME RALL

Commencement Address
THE VERY REV. DR. PAUL TARAZI

Conferral of Degrees on the Graduates of the Class of 2025
DR. IoNUT-ALEXANDRU TUDORIE, Interim President and Academic Dean

Conferral of the St. Macrina Award
Ms. LauraA IoNEscU, President of the Student Council

Citation for Protodeacon Peter Danilchick
DR. IoONUT-ALEXANDRU TUDORIE, Interim President and Academic Dean



Valedictory Address
THE REV. DN. MATTHEW WILEY

Gladsome Light by Jaime Rall (M.A. "25)

Koinonikon of Pascha— “Receive the Body...” by Tikey Zes, in memoriam
(1927-2025)
St. Vladimir’s Seminary Chorale,
directed by Zachariah Mandell

Closing Remarks
THE MosT BLESSED TikHON, Archbishop of Washington,
Metropolitan of All America and Canada, and Chairman of the Board
of Trustees

Closing Prayer: “Shine, Shine, O New Jerusalem”

Recessional: The Troparion of Pascha

A reception follows.

The SVS Press Bookstore will remain open after the Commencement Exercises.
Directions are posted on campus.
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The Valedictorian and
Salutatorian

The valedictorian, who delivers the valediction, or parting words, at com-
mencement, is normally the student who has earned the highest grade
point average, with consideration also being given to performance in all
other aspects of seminary life.

The salutatorian, who delivers the salutation, or greeting, at commence-
ment, is normally the student who has earned the second-highest grade
point average, with consideration also being given to performance in all
other aspects of seminary life.

Commencement speakers must have completed at least forty-eight credits
at St. Vladimir’s Seminary as full-time degree candidates. Neither the vale-
dictorian nor the salutatorian is required to write a thesis.



St. Macrina Award for
Excellence in Teaching

Established in 2013, the Saint Macrina Award is an honor given each year
to a professor elected by the student body to recognize his or her effort
and excellence in teaching.

Past Recipients:

2013: The Very Rev. Dr. Alexander Rentel
2014: Dr. Paul Meyendorft

2015: The Rev. Dr. George L. Parsenios
2016: Hierodeacon Herman (Majkrzak)
2017: The Very Rev. Dr. Chad Hatfield
2018: Robin Freeman

2019: The Rev. Dr. Varghese M. Daniel
2021: The Rev. Dr. Bogdan Bucur

2022: Dr. John Barnet

2023: The Rev. Dn. Dr. Vitaly Permiakov
2024: Dr. Ionut-Alexandru Tudorie



2025

Commencement Speaker
The Very Rev. Dr. Paul Tarazi

THE VERY REV. DR. PAuL TARAZI
served as a professor at St. Vladimir’s
Seminary almost forty years before his
retirement in 2014. He taught courses in
Old and New Testament, Biblical Hebrew
and Greek, and Academic Arabic. Fr. Paul
also taught at Holy Cross Greek Ortho-
dox School of Theology in Brookline, MA
and at St. John of Damascus Institute in
Balamand, Lebanon.

A well-known scholar and speaker, Fr.
Paul’s many publications include the
three-volume Old Testament Introduction (SVS Press), four-volume New
Testament Introduction (SVS Press / OCABS Press), fourteen commentar-
ies on both the Old Testament and the New Testament books (SVS Press
and OCABS Press), and numerous scholarly articles. Most recently, he
authored The Rise of Scripture (2017, OCABS Press) and Decoding Genesis
1-11 (2020, OCABS Press).



The Class of 2025

CANDIDATES FOR THE
MASTER OF DIVINITY DEGREE

MR. FEreNc Jozser FEHERVARI (commendation for service to
the community)
Semi-Pelagian or the Doctor of Grace? A Reevaluation of St. John
Cassian’s Soteriology in Light of the Semi-Pelagian Controversy
DR. IONUT-ALEXANDRU TUDORIE, advisor

THE REV. DN. ARGEY G1GI GEORGE
Overcoming Alcohol Addiction within the Malankara Orthodox
Community
DR. ALBERT Rossi, advisor

HiEROMONK STEPHEN GUIRGUIS (magna cum laude; commendation
for service to the community)
The Life and Theological Works of Abbot Macarius of St. John the
Baptist Monastery, AZ
THE VERY REV. DR. CHAD HATFIELD, advisor

HieroDEACON CyRIL HANNA
On the Spiritual Richness of the Blessings We Have Been Given, as
St. Paul Describes in His First Chapter to the Ephesians
THE REV. DR. GEORGE PARSENIOS, advisor

Ms. LAura IONESCU (commendation for service to the community)

SUBDEACON SOLOMON VARGHESE JACOB (cum laude)
Spoken in Love: Divine Communication as the Heart of Pastoral Ministry
DR. PETER BOUTENEFF, advisor

THE REV. DN. ZAREH RAFFY MIRZAYAN (commendation for service
to the community)

THE Rev. ALEXANDER NELSON (commendation for service to
the community)
Panentheism and the Cosmic, Ecclesial, and Eucharistic Bodies of God
THE VERY REV. DR. BOGDAN G. BUCUR, advisor



THE REV. DN. RicHArRD OKELLO
Rethinking Missionary Work in Modern Times as an Act of Christian
Charity
Dr. ALBERT RossI, advisor

THE ReV. StLouAN PARCHERT (summa cum laude; commendation for
service to the community)
Godforsakenness in Scripture: An Ascetical Hermeneutic for
Understanding Divine Abandonment
Dr. MicHAEL LEGASPI, advisor

THE ReV. JusTIN TAYLOR (cum laude; commendation for service to
the community)
“Let the Children Come to Me”: The Ecclesiological Consequences of the
Dissolution of Infant Communion in the West
DR. IoNUT-ALEXANDRU TUDORIE, advisor

MR. S1iLoUAN VALDEZ (magna cum laude; commendation for service to
the community)
For the Redemption of Man, for the Restoration of the Universe: Sacrifice
and Theosis in the Modern American Eastern Orthodox Milieu
DR. MICHAEL LEGASPI, advisor

THE Rev. DN. MATTHEW WILEY (valedictorian of the class of 202s;
summa cum laude; commendation for thesis; commendation for service to
the community)

Disease or Death-Distributing Angel?: The Semantics and Reception of
Deber in Psalm 91
DR. MICHAEL LEGASPI, advisor



CANDIDATES FOR THE
MASTER OF ARTS DEGREE

MR. JosHUA L. BRYANT (magna cum laude)
A Byzantine Humanist Eschatology of Creativity
DRr. PETER BOUTENEFF, advisor

THE Rev. Joser D. CANDELARIO (magna cum laude; commendation
for service to the community)
Concentration in Theological Scholarship and Research
The Engomia Service to St. Demetrios of Thessaloniki: History, Analysis,
Metrical Translation
DRr. ALEXANDER LINGAS, advisor

THe Rev. DR. ANTHONY DOSS (magna cum laude)
Neuroscience and Asceticism in Dialogue: The Restoration of the Human
Person According to Nemesius of Emesa
THE REV. DN. DR. MATTHEW VEST, advisor

Mgrs. ABBY CRriST LEGASPI (summa cum laude; commendation for
service to the community)
Orthodox Christian Theology and Voluntary Simplicity
DR. PETER BOUTENEFF, advisor

Ms. ANA LEGASPI (magna cum laude; commendation for thesis;
commendation for service to the community)
Concentration in Sacred Arts
Giving Thanks to God for All Things: An Exposition of Father Alexander
Schmemann’s Final Homily Through the Words of Saint John Chrysostom
and Saint Paul
THE VERY REV. DR. SERGIUS HALVORSEN, advisor
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MR. MaTTHEW EDWARD NELSON (commendation for service to the
community)
The Kenotic God: Orthodox Thought and the Post-Holocaust Vision of
Hans Jonas
DRr. JoHN BARNET, advisor

MR. CONSTANTIN Mi1HAI PLESA
Concentration in Theological Scholarship and Research
Suetonius’ Influence on the Biographical Genre’s Development in
Procopius’ Historia Arcana
DR. IONUT-ALEXANDRU TUDORIE, advisor

Ms. JaiMe RALL (salutatorian of the class of 2025; summa cum laude;
commendation for thesis)
Concentration in Sacred Arts
Theophany on the Holy Mountain: Emergent Coherence in the Interior
Decorations of the Monastery Katholikon on Sinai
THE VERY REV. DR. BoGDAN G. BUCUR, advisor

THE REV. NicHOLAS SKHULUKHIA
Philo of Alexandria on Logophanies: Background for Early Christian
Logos Theology
THE VERY REV. DR. BOGDAN G. BUCUR, advisor

MR. BRIGHTON CONSTANTINE WHYTOCK
Concentration in Sacred Arts
Beauty Contested: Orthodox Christian Response to Certain Modernist
Critiques
DRr. PETER BOUTENEFF, advisor
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CANDIDATES FOR THE
MASTER OF THEOLOGY DEGREE

MR. PavLo KURGANOV (commendation for service to the community)
Offering of Mercy in Didascalia Apostolorum
THE VERY REV. DR. VASILY PERMIAKOV, advisor

MR. MinaILo VLAJKOVIC
The Importance of Fasting and Its Observance Today: Canonical
Tradition or “Oikonomia” of the 21st Century?
THE VERY REV. DR. VASILY PERMIAKOV, advisor

THE ReV. JoserH WINSLER (commendation for service to the community)
St. Maximus the Confessor in the Teaching of Elder Aimilianos of
Simonopetra
THE VERY REV. DR. BoGDAN G. BUCUR, advisor
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The Faculty

Interim President and Academic Dean

Dr.IoNUT-ALEXANDRU TUDORIE

Full-Time Faculty
DR.JOHN A. BARNET
Dr. PETER C. BOUTENEFF

THE VERY REV. DR. BOGDAN G.
Bucur

DRr. MiCHAEL LEGASPI

THE VERY REV. DR. J. SERGIUS
HALVORSEN

THE VERY REV. ARCHIMANDRITE
DRr. VasiLy (VITALY PERMIAKOV)

THE VERY REV. DR. ALEXANDER
RENTEL

THE REV. DN. DR. HARRISON BASIL
Russin

Part-Time Faculty

THE REV. DR. VARGHESE M. DANIEL
THE REV. DR. ANTHONY GILBERT
DRr. ALEXANDER LINGAS

THE REV. DR. GEORGE L. PARSENIOS
THE REvV. DR. ANTHONY G. ROEBER
Dr. RossiTzA B. SCHROEDER

DRr. ANI SHAHINIAN

THE VERY REV. DR. Er1C ToOsI

THE REV. DN. DR. MATTHEW VEST

Doctor of Ministry Faculty

THE REV. DN. DR. GREGORY J. ABDALAH
DRr. SARAH BYRNE-MARTELLI

THE REV. DR. GREGORY EDWARDS

DR. ANa S.ILTIS

Dr.JouN M. REYNOLDS

THE VERY REV. DR. KIRILL SOKOLOV

Instructors of the Practice

THE REV. NICHOLAS BELCHER
THE REV. JoHN BLACK

THE VERY REV. ADRIAN BUuDpICA
THE REv. NicHOLAS A. FINE
ZACHARIAH MANDELL

DR. ALBERT S. Ross1

Emeritus Faculty

THE VERY REV. DR. JoHN BRECK
Davip DRILLOCK

THE VERY REV. DR. JoHN H. ERICKSON
DRr. PAUL MEYENDORFF

THE VERY REV. DR. PAUL NADIM TARAZI

Librarian

THE REv. DN. ANDREW KAYATIAN



The Board of Trustees
The Board of Trustees is the governing body of St. Vladimir's Seminary.

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS

Board Chairman

THE MoST BLESSED TIKHON
(MoLLARD), Archbishop of
Washington, Metropolitan of All
America and Canada, Orthodox
Church in America

THE VERY REV. DR. ALESSANDRO
MARGHERITINO, Acting Chancellor
of the Orthodox Church in America

DRr. IONUT-ALEXANDRU
TUDORIE, Interim President and
Academic Dean, St. Vladimir’s

Seminary

Appointed Hierarchs

His Grace Bisuop JOHN (ABDALAH),
Auxiliary Bishop of the Antiochian
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of
North America

His Grace Bisuop IRINE] (DOBRIJEVIC),
of Washington-New York and Eastern
America of the Serbian Orthodox
Church

His GRACE, METROPOLITAN ZACHARIAH
Mar NicHoLovos (POOTHIYOTTU),
Metropolitan of the Northeast American
Diocese, Malankara Orthodox Syrian
Church

His Gracg, BisHor NIKODHIM
(PrESTON), Bishop of Boston and the
Albanian Archdiocese of the Orthodox
Church in America

Appointed Alumni Association Representative

THE VERY REV. FR. MICHAEL ELLI1AS,
President, St. Vladimir’s Seminary Alumni
Association Board; Pastor of St. Mary
Antiochian Orthodox Church, Brooklyn, NY
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ELECTED MEMBERS

THE RIGHT REV. ARCHIMANDRITE JEFFREY D. HOFF

Jeremy (Davis), Executive Chair TariaNa L. HOFF

THE REV. M1HAI FAUR, Treasurer ANA S. IT1s, PE.D.

DAN ABRAHAM THE VERY REV. PHILIP LEMASTERS, PH.D.

RanDA KARADSHEH ANDERSON, PH.D. JENNIFER B. LyDAY, J.D.

Francis P. (FRANK) BARRETT, JRr. DEACON GABRIEL O1IE

SHOSHANNA CLARK
Davip SOLHEIM

THE HONORABLE CATHERINE R. FULLER CaRLA ANN NEWBERN THOMAS, M.D.

CrarG R. GEORGE, M.D,, MSODA DN. PHiLIP (CARSTON) WAGNER, PH.D.

EMERITI TRUSTEES

MiCHAEL Bress, J.D. ALEX MACHASKEE, HoN. D.H.L.

FraNk B. CERrRA, M.D. Eric S. NaMEE, ].D.

THE REv. PDN. PETER M. NicHoLAS PANDELIDIS, M.D.

DaniLcHick, Hon. D.H.L. THE VERY REV. PAUL SHAFRAN

Brian GericH, Hon. D.H.L. DonaLp J. TAMULONIS, JR., M.D,,
FACP

THE REV. DN. MICHAEL HYATT

GLENN R. KuBina, M.D. THOMAS §. ZEDLOVICH
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ST. VLADIMIR’S ORTHODOX THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
575 SCARSDALE ROAD, YONKERS, NY 10707

WWW.SVOTS.EDU



