ST. VLADIMIR’S

ORTHODOX THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

2026
COMMENCEMENT

SATURDAY, MAY 16, 2026

2:30 PM



Please silence all mobile phones
and other electronic devices.
Thank you.

Commencement
Exercises

During the Procession: The Troparion of Pascha

Opening of the Commencement Exercises
THE MosT BLESSED TikHON, Archbishop of Washington,
Metropolitan of All America and Canada, Orthodox Church
in America, President of St. Vladimir’s Seminary

Welcoming Remarks
Dr. IoONUT-ALEXANDRU TUDORIE, Dean

Salutatory Address
THE REV. JOHN REAVIS

Commencement Address
CHARLES AJALAT, ].D, Hon.J.C.D.

Conferral of Degrees on the Graduates of the Class of 2026
Dr.IONUT-ALEXANDRU TUDORIE, Dean

Conferral of the St. Macrina Award
SUBDEACON EMIL PRISQUILAS PETER, President of the
Student Council

Valedictory Address
THE REV. NATHAN JEKEL



Hymn to the Theotokos—“It is truly meet...” Valaam Chant,
arr. B. Sheehan

Koinonikon of Pascha—"Receive the Body...” by E. Azeev
St. Vladimir’s Seminary Chorale,
directed by Zachariah Mandell

Closing Remarks
THE MosT BLESSED TikHON, Archbishop of Washington,
Metropolitan of All America and Canada, Orthodox Church
in America, President of St. Vladimir’s Seminary

Closing Prayer: “Shine, Shine, O New Jerusalem”

Recessional: The Troparion of Pascha

A reception follows.

The SV Press Bookstore will remain open
after the Commencement Exercises.
Directions are posted on campus.

The Valedictorian and
Salutatorian

The valedictorian, who delivers the valediction, or parting words, at
commencement, is normally the student who has earned the highest
grade point average, with consideration also being given to perfor-
mance in all other aspects of seminary life.

The salutatorian, who delivers the salutation, or greeting, at commence-
ment, is normally the student who has earned the second-highest grade
point average, with consideration also being given to performance in all
other aspects of seminary life.

Commencement speakers must have completed at least forty-eight
credits at St. Vladimir’s Seminary as full-time degree candidates. Nei-
ther the valedictorian nor the salutatorian is required to write a thesis.



Commencement

St. Macrina Award for Speaker

Excellence in Teaching

CHARLES AJALAT, ].D,, Hon. J.C.D,, is among the
most prominent Orthodox Christian lay leaders
and philanthropists in North America. A former
trustee of St. Vladimir's Orthodox Theological
Seminary, Dr. Ajalat also served as the Chancel-

Established in 2013, the Saint Macrina Award is an honor given each
year to a professor elected by the student body to recognize his or
her effort and excellence in teaching.

Past Recipients:

2013: The Very Rev. Dr. Alexander Rentel
2014: Dr. Paul Meyendorft

2015: The Rev. Dr. George L. Parsenios
2016: Hierodeacon Herman (Majkrzak)
2017: The Very Rev. Dr. Chad Hatfield
2018: Robin Freeman

2019: The Rev. Dr. Varghese M. Daniel
2021: The Rev. Dr. Bogdan Bucur

2022: Dr. John Barnet

2023: The Rev. Dn. Dr. Vitaly Permiakov
2024: Dr. Ionut-Alexandru Tudorie
2025: Dr. Michael Legaspi

lor of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Arch-
diocese of North America. He is the founder of
multiple Orthodox organizations and initiatives,
including International Orthodox Christian Char-
ities; the Ligonier First Conference of all North
American Orthodox Bishops; the transition to the
multi-jurisdictional Orthodox Christian Mission
Center; and the Orthodox Vision Foundation, one of the nation’s largest church
foundations, which he co-founded with his wife Marilee. He served as Consultant
to the Russian Parliament on Laws of Church and State and as a speaker in their
Conference on Freedom of Religion in the Modern World, Vice-Moderator of the
Secretariat for the World Council of Churches Central Committee, and as a mem-
ber of the Orthodox Study Bible Oversight Committee.

An attorney by background, Dr. Ajalat graduated with a B.A. from Harvard mag-
na cum laude, and received his J.D. from the law school at the University of Califor-
nia at Berkeley. He also holds an honorary doctorate in Canon Law granted from
St. Vladimir’s Seminary. Dr. Ajalat was given the honor of being a law clerk to Chief
Justice Donald Wright of the California Supreme Court and has represented a sit-
ting President of the United States and many of the world’s largest corporations.
He has been involved in a number of historic cases in the Courts including the U.S.
Supreme Court. Dr. Ajalat was a professor at USC Business and Law Schools for
many years in addition to practicing in a law firm he formed. He was also a visiting
lecturer at the law schools of Harvard, Berkely, Stanford, and UCLA.

He has received numerous secular and church honors, including the Ellis Island
Medal of Honor and the highest honor of both the Antiochian Orthodox Archdi-
ocese and the Orthodox Church in America.

Over the years Charles, his wife Marilee, and their children and grandchildren
have raised and donated significant sums and helpful ideas to Orthodox causes.
Their generosity has extended to St. Vladimir’s Seminary, where they supported
initiatives including the initial Seminary capital campaign up to current efforts to
aid the Seminary in the challenges it faces with respect to Church growth. Charles
and Marilee’s son Richard is an alumnus of the school ('13) and also served on the
Board of Trustees as the President of the Alumni Association. Among other en-
deavors, he financially initiated the successful audio-book program for St. Vladi-
mir’s Seminary (SVS) Press.




The Class of 2026

Candidates for the
Master of Divinity Degree

THE REV. NicHOLAS AULTMAN
MR. CHARLES CASSIS

MR. BEN GALITO (magna cum laude)
When Does My Suffering Become Compassion for My Neighbor?
Creation, Job, and Wisdom
DR. MICHAEL LEGASPI, advisor

THE Rev. JarroD HUFEMAN (summa cum laude)
Happily Never After: Understanding Orthodox Christian
Deconversion Narrative
THE VERY REV. DR. SERGIUS HALVORSEN, advisor

SuBDEACON MATHEW JACOB

THE Rev. NATHAN JEKEL (valedictorian of the class of 2026;
commendation for service to the community)

MR. ALEXEI LISTVINSKY (summa cum laude; commendation
for service to the community)
And Visit This Vine: The Hierarchical Liturgy and the Theology
of the Episcopacy
THE VERY REV. DR. ALEXANDER RENTEL, advisor

Tue Rev. Sercio LOPEZ

THE ReV. DN. ARIN PARSANIAN (commendation for service to
the community)

SuBDEACON EMiL PrisQuiLas PETER (magna cum laude;
commendation for service to the community)
Divine Liturgy: Lex Vivendi
THE R1GHT REV. DR. VASILY (PERMIAKOV), advisor

Tue Rev. Joun REAVIS (salutatorian of the class of 2026; summa
cum laude; commendation for thesis; commendation for service
to the community)

“God after God”: Justice, Asceticism, and Theosis in
Patristic Thought
THE VERY REV. DR. BOGDAN G. BUCUR, advisor

Tae Rev. DN. JouN (CaLeB) REXFORD (commendation for
service to the community)

SuBDEACON AKIN SUNNY

THE REV. DANIEL WERNER

Candidate for the
Master of Arts Degree

MoTHER MELANIA MIKHAIEL



Candidates for the
Master of Theology Degree

Mgrs. Naomri BIALSKY, Nte DEHAAN (commendation for thesis)
“This is the Most Blessed Sabbath!” Meeting God in the Tomb
on Holy Saturday
DR. PETER BOUTENEFF, advisor

MR. MiHAIL GOLIC (commendation for thesis)
Degree awarded December 2025
Logos and the Theology of Virtue: Godmanhood and the
Gnoseological Principles in the Thought of Justin Popovi¢
THE VERY REV. DR. BOGDAN G. BUCUR, advisor

THE REv. DR. DaNIEL YORK
Mary in Israel’s Scriptures
DRr. MicHAEL LEGASPI, advisor
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The Faculty

Dean

Dr. IoNUT-ALEXANDRU TUDORIE

Full-Time Faculty

Dr.JoHN A. BARNET
Dr. PETER C. BOUTENEFF
THE VERY REV. DR. BoGDAN G. BUuCUR
Dr. MICHAEL LEGASPI
THE VERY REV. DR. J. SERGIUS HALVORSEN
THE VERY REV. DR. ALEXANDER RENTEL

THE Rev. DN. DR. HARRISON BASIL RUSSIN

Part-Time Faculty

THE RiGHT REV. DR. JOHN (ABDALAH)
THE REV. DR. VARGHESE M. DANIEL
DR. ALEXANDER LINGAS
THE REvV. DR. GEORGE L. PARSENIOS
THE REv. DR ANTHONY G. ROEBER
THE REv. DR. MARK ROOSIEN
Dr. RossiTzA B. SCHROEDER
DRr. ANI SHAHINIAN
THE RiGHT REV. DR. VasiLy (PERMIAKOV)

THE Rev. DN. DR. MATTHEW S. VEST
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Doctor of Ministry Faculty

THE REvV. DN. DR. GREGORY J. ABDALAH
DRr. SARAH BYRNE-MARTELLI
THE REvV. DR. GREGORY EDWARDS
Dr. Ana S.IrTIS
Dr.JoHN M. REYNOLDS

THE VERY REV. DR. KIRILL SOKOLOV

Instructors of the Practice

THE R1GHT REV. ARCHIMANDRITE NICHOLAS (BELCHER)

THE VERY REV. ADRIAN BUuDpICA
THE REv. NicHOLAS A. FINE
MR. ZACHARIAH MANDELL
Dr. ALBERT S. RossI

THE VERY REV. DR. ERIC TOSI

Emeritus Faculty

VERY REV. DR. JOHN BRECK
Dr. Davip DRILLOCK
THE VERY REV. DR. JoHN H. ERICKSON
DRr. PAUL MEYENDORFF

THE VERY REV. DR. PAUL NADIM TARAZI
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The Board of Trustees

The Board of Trustees is the governing body of
St. Vladimir’s Seminary.

Ex Officio Members

His BEATITUDE METROPOLITAN TIKHON (MOLLARD),
Archbishop of Washington, Metropolitan of All America and Canada,
Orthodox Church in America, President of St. Vladimir’s Seminary

THE VERY REV. DR. ALESSANDRO MARGHERITINO,
Chancellor of the Orthodox Church in America

DRr. IoNUT-ALEXANDRU TUDORIE,
Dean of St. Vladimir’s Seminary

Appointed Hierarchs

His GRace Bisuor JOHN (ABDALAH),
Auxiliary Bishop of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Archdiocese of North America

His Grace Bisuor IRINEJ (DOBRIJEVIC),
of Washington-New York and Eastern America of
the Serbian Orthodox Church

His GRACE METROPOLITAN ZACHARIAH
Mar NICHOLOVOS (PoOTHIYOTTU),
Metropolitan of the Northeast American Diocese,
Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church

His Grace Bisuor NIKODHIM (PRESTON),
Bishop of Boston and the Albanian Archdiocese
of the Orthodox Church in America

Appointed Alumni Association Representative

THE VERY REV. MICHAEL ELLIAS
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Elected Members

JEFFREY D. HOFF, Board Chair
THE REV. M1HAI FAUR, Treasurer
ANA S.Irt1s, PH.D., Corporate Secretary
DAN ABRAHAM
RANDA KARADSHEH ANDERSON, PH.D.
Francis P. (FRANK) BARRETT, Jr.
SHOSHANNA CLARK
THE RIGHT REV. ARCHIMANDRITE JEREMY (DAVIS)
DiaNE TANGALOS DOROGY
THE HONORABLE CATHERINE R. FULLER
CraiG R. GEOrRGg, M.D.,, MSODA
TaT1ANA L. HOFF
THE VERY REV. PHILIP LEMASTERS, PH.D.
JENNIFER B. LYDAY, ].D. (GENEVIEVE)
THE REv. DN. GABRIEL OTTE
DaviD SOLHEIM
CARLA ANN NEWBERN THOMAS, M.D.

Tae Rev. DN. PuiLip (CARSTON) WAGNER, PH.D.
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Emeriti Trustees

MICHAEL BREss, J.D.
Frank B. CErRrRA, M.D.
THE Rev. PDN. PETER M. DaNILCHICK, HON. D.H.L.
Brian GericH, HonN. D.H.L.
THE REv. DN. MiCHAEL HYATT
GLENN R. KuBina, M.D.

ALEX MACHASKEE, HoN. D.H.L.
ERric S. NaMEE, ].D.
NicHOLAS PANDELIDIS, M.D.

THE VERY REV. PAUL SHAFRAN
DonNaLD J. TAMULONIS, JR.,, M.D.,, FA.C.P.

THOMAS S. ZEDLOVICH
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ST. VLADIMIR’S ORTHODOX THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
575 SCARSDALE ROAD, YONKERS, NY 10707

WWW.SVOTS.EDU



